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Secretary’s Corner:  

The Nebraska Beekeepers met on March 6 at Herschel Staats's for an 

equipment building workshop followed by a scholarship equipment building 

workshop on March 7. 

     The idea of having a presence at the Lancaster County Fair was brought 

forward.  This is one of the larger and more attended county fairs in the state 

and it is expected to grow larger yet in the coming years. 

The fair typically runs for ten days in early August, our involvement at this fair 

would be in addition to our continuing commitment to the State Fair.  

Information will be presented and this idea will be discussed at our April 

meeting. 

     Our time at the Gretna Library has come to an end; due to policy changes at 

the library they can no longer host our meetings.  We are currently looking into 

other options for meeting space during the winter months.  If you would like to 

submit an idea for our cold weather meetings please do so. 

     The next meeting is April 17 at Agricultural Research and Development 

Center, 1071 County Road B, Ithica, NE. 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM.  Lunch is pot-

luck so bring a dish to share. 

Walter Schwarz, Secretary 

 

 
1 William Neels and his mother Barbara assembling  

a deep hive body as part of the youth scholarship 

 program. 

 

  

2 Terry and  Calvin DevVries assembling 

a super as part of the youth scholarship 

program. 
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Classified Advertisements 

For Sale:  

Screened bottom boards complete with board to calculate mite populations, total clear screened opening 

below brood chambers and 3/8 inch opening to prevent mice getting into your hive. Also available deep and 

medium hive bodies with hand hold cleats, inner covers, and telescoping covers. Contact Keith Nielson, phone 

402-765-2391 cell after 4PM 308-940-0987 or email klnielson@windstream.net. More information will become 

available at www.povertyridgeapiary.com.  

Locally produced Nebraska 4 pound packaged honeybees available April 2010 for more information visit 

www.NebraskaBees.com  

Dieter Honey Co. Equipment list 

1965 Ford Flat Bed Truck, Contact:  Michelle Brown, email: michelleannbrown@charter.net or (308)440-5690 

OR Christie Petri, email: catpetri@cox.net or (402)889-3372 

Bees Wanted: 

Ron Shigley 

Syracuse, NE  68446 

402-429-4719 

Janice and Jerry Moher 

Valparaiso, NE  68065 

402-784-0233 

Dwaine Fosler 

Milford, NE  68405 

402-643-2165 

Jayne and Ken Taylor 

Mead, NE 

402-625-2513 or 402-699-2090 

 

Darrel Hayek 

Friend, NE 

402-947-8601 

e-mail:  dlhayek@live.com 

John Carmichael 

Wymore, NE 

402-645-3722 

 

Members please contact the people listed above. They are serious about having bees on their 
property! 

"BBE-Tech Honey bee Conservation in Omaha is now a local, authorized re-seller for Brushy Mountain 

Bee Farm products.  We will keep a selection of beekeeping equipment, products and supplies on hand at our 

Omaha based location.  It is our goal to provide good beekeeping related products at a fair price while reducing 

long distance shipping costs. 

Please visit our internet showcase at http://bbe-tech.com/shop/ in the future to see what we will be 

keeping on hand for local beekeepers needs.  You can call (402) 740-1454 to find out when we might be in your 

area and to place an order." T Sandoval, BBE-Tech Honey Bee Conservation 

 

Upcoming Events: 
April 17,

 
2010: 10:00AM-2:00PM, Beginning Beekeeping Field Day, Agricultural Research and Development 

Center, 1071 County Road B, Ithica, NE. Presenter Dr. Marion Ellis and others 

May 15, 2010:  10:00 AM, Splitting and Starting New Hives with a Queen Excluder & Basswood Box Comb 

Honey Production, Location Chapman, NE. Presenter Keith Nielson 

June 10-12, 2010:  Master Beekeeping Workshop, Agricultural Research and Development Center, 1071 

County Road B, Ithica, NE. Presenter Dr. Marion Ellis and others 

July 2010: Monthly Meeting, TBA 

July 8-10,2010: Heartland Apiculture Society Annual Conference, location Campus of Tennessee Tech, 

Cookeville, Tennessee, for more information check out their website at: www.heartlandbees.com/ 

August 2-6, 2010: Eastern Apiculture Society Annual Conference, location Boone, North Carolina. For more 

information check out their website at: www.easternapiculture.org/ 

August 26, 2010: Bee Culture Entries due for Nebraska State Fair, Grand Island, NE 

August 27-September 6, 2010: Nebraska State Fair, Grand Island, NE 

August 30 –September 2, 2010: Western Apiculture Society Annual Conference, location Red Lion Hotel, 

Salem, Oregon 
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http://www.povertyridgeapiary.com/
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mailto:michelleannbrown@charter.net
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mailto:dlhayek@live.com
http://bbe-tech.com/shop/
http://www.heartlandbees.com/
http://www.easternapiculture.org/


September 12, 2010: So You Want to Know About Honey Bees, location near Chapman, NE, presenter Keith 

Nielson 

October: 

November 20
, 
2010:  Monthly Meeting at Agricultural Research and Development Center, 1071 County Road 

B, Ithaca,, Presenters Kirk Webster, Dr. Marion Ellis and UNL graduate students 

 

For the good of the association 

Please welcome the following new members to the association: Brandy Brion, Keith Sandall, Dustin Scholl, 

Celeste Fortenberry, Lincoln; Susan Patterson & Leona Andes of Weeping Water; James Nigh, Dorchester; 

Raymond Jantzen, Plymoth; Mark and Jessica Umberger, Davey; Art and Carolyn Wagner of Pleasant Dale; 

Jack Price, Hastings; Larry Keller, Phillips; Dewey Heminger, Wood River; Carey Martin, Grand Island; Joyce 

Sears, Ravenna; Ann Yates, Peru; Deb and Doug Jesch, Kearney: Richard and Mary Seller, Council Bluffs, IA; 

David Boom, Elkhorn; and Gena Craig of Glenwood, IA. 

 

Letters to the Editor  

Hi folks, 

We live on a 7-acre piece of land in Murray, NE. We have planted quite a few fruit trees & other flowering 

plants. We had a gentleman put bees on our property last year, but they all died. We were curious if the 

Nebraska Beekeepers would be interested or if they knew of anyone interested in putting bees on our property. 

We could make all necessary arrangements. Thanks, Dave Coulby, V/r, SMSgt Dave Coulby, USAFR, NGA-

PNDF Mission Superintendent, Offutt AFB, NE., Comm: 402-294-0181, DSN: 271-0181 

Help this young beekeeper. I'd like to see his petition have at least 10,000 signatures. 

Ladies and Gentlemen; my name is Terry Combs and 40 yrs. ago I obtained a Beekeeping merit badge from the 

Boy Scouts. Obviously, it had a very profound influence on my life. In 1995, the BSA discontinued the 

beekeeping merit badge. In following the link below, you will find a young man who is trying to get this merit 

badge reinstated. I urge you and all of your members to follow this link and help Christopher in his quest. 

Furthermore, as an organization, you might consider contacting the National Boy Scout Council and letting 

them know directly of your support. I even suggested that he be given some sort of award or recognition for his 

initiative. Thank you for your time, consideration and support of this young man. The link is: 

www.experienceproject.com/beepetition 

Dear Nebraska Beekeepers: 

I thought you would like to see my reporting on Colony Collapse Disorder. It is published today in The 

Washington Times. You can view it by clicking on this link: 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2010/mar/05/honeybees-getting-stung/ . In essence, a leading 

researcher says his team of scientists across the country will know and defeat CCD within three years. They will 

do it by developing a kind of super bee that is strong enough to fight the suspected causes of CCD. This 

science-research team is making a bold claim. And as beekeeper myself, I can only hope a remedy will be 

found--the sooner the better! Best, Wayne Anderson, Wisconsin News Correspondent, 

wayneanderson@centurytel.net (715) 327-5525 

 

Dear Beekeeper: 

The Apiary Inspectors of America and the USDA-ARS Beltsville Bee Research Laboratory are seeking your 

help in tabulating the winter losses that occurred over the winter of 2009-2010. This continues the AIA/USDA 

survey efforts from the past 3 years which has been important in quantifying the losses of honey bees for 

government, media, and researchers. This year’s survey is faster, easier and does not require your time on the 

phone. It is all web based and automatic, just fill and click. Please take a few moments to fill out our winter loss 

survey at: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/beeloss0910 .This survey will be conducted until April 16th, 2010. 

We would also appreciate it if you would forward this email to other beekeepers. The more responses the better. 

If you have any questions or concerns please email beeloss@gmail.com., or Honeybee.Survey@aphis.usda.gov 

 Thanks in advance for your assistance. 

http://www.experienceproject.com/beepetition
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/beeloss0910
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Jeff Pettis; USDA-ARS Beltsville Bee Research Laboratory 

 Dennis vanEngelsdorp; Penn State University 

Jerry Hayes; Florida Department of Agriculture 

Dewey Caron; University of Delaware and Oregon State University 

 

Nebraska Bee Trading Cards 

 The Nebraska Beekeepers have honey bee trading cards that can be sent to a school classroom if the instructor 

sends a letter to Warren Nelson on school stationary with the number of students in the class and the beekeeper 

that is presenting to the class. Bee trading cards that are sent out will require a $5.00 shipping charge. For more 

information on the trading cards you can find it on the World Wide Web at 

http://entomology.unl.edu/beekpg/beecards/beecards.htm . 

 

RENEWAL TIME NOTICE 

Members that needed to pay dues in April: Ernie Hahn II, Janet Bish, Mike and Deb Kennedy, Thomas 

Waller, and Emil Pierson. 

Memberships that are up for renewal in May are: Brad Hansen, Jim Holterman, Shari Pratt, Richard 

Cornelius, Dave and Nancy Remmenga, and .Kent Rasmussen. 

Delinquent in March are: Nick Kounavis, Charles Beardslee, Warren Nelson, Michael O’Hara, and 

Nancy Meyer. 

If you have paid your dues thank you, if you have not please use the membership form in this newsletter 

and please send them to Warren Nelson. If you have paid your dues and listed here please call Warren Nelson 

and he will send me a correction to your newsletter subscription. Note there is a dues increase to $15.00 per 

year for single membership and a family rate of $20.00 per year. 

Nebraska 4-H beekeeping essay winner for 2010 
 

Is My Community Honey Bee Friendly?  

My name is Abby Lyons. I am ten years old and have been a beekeeper for two years. This is my third 

year. In all this time I have only found friendliness toward my bees in all levels: state, county, community, and 

next door neighbors.  

I feel that it is important to have the honey bee as our Nebraska state insect because the honey bee is 

very unique. The honey bee has been our state insect since 1975. (1) At the state level the Nebraska Department 

of Roads has a program where they plant flowers, grasses and legumes along the roads. Many of these are 

flowering plants that bees like to visit. Some of these plants are Goldenrod, Vetch, Bird's Foot Trefoil and 

Clover. (2) These plants are in the areas that my bees visit, which is beneficial.  

The state also has a program called the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). CRP is a program where 

farmers are paid to plant the land to grass in order to conserve the land. CRP is mostly grass, but my grandpa's 

is 20% alfalfa and sweet clover. The bees will use alfalfa and sweet clover to make their honey. CRP is honey 

bee friendly because when it is established it is not sprayed. One of the main controls is to bum it and after that 

the clover comes back very strong. My bees are in an area where there is a lot of CRP. The clover is very 

plentiful where my bees are. (3)  

My state, Nebraska has a group called the Nebraska Beekeepers Association who is dedicated to helping 

beekeepers take care of their honey bees. They have been giving workshops for years. They have workshops for 

beginner beekeepers and for master beekeepers. I have benefited from these workshops. I learned much of what 

I know from these workshops. The Nebraska Beekeepers Association gives out approximately six scholarships 

every year. The scholarships provide you with a hive, the bees, your equipment, and a mentor who helps you 

along the way. The Nebraska Beekeepers Association also has some things you can buy such as bee trading 

cards, which you can use for classroom uses.  

http://entomology.unl.edu/beekpg/beecards/beecards.htm


The Nebraska Beekeepers Association also helps out with something we all know as the Nebraska State 

Fair. The Nebraska Beekeepers Association sells honey ice cream, honey taffy, comb honey samples, and honey 

straws. They also have hives with glass windows so they can show you what the queen, drones, workers, and 

comb look like. They also have a hive outside so they can give presentations and answer your questions about 

honey bees.  

At the county level we have the Butler County Fair. I have talked to the 4-H Council and the Butler 

County Fair Board and got them to add some beekeeping projects to our county fair. I always take some 

projects to the fair under beekeeping. Last year I was the only one who took anything and I won the beekeeping 

trophy. This year my brother, Andy, will take some projects under beekeeping.  

The Butler County Extension Agent called me twice about local residents who had swarms. The 

residents wanted the bees removed, but wanted the bees to survive. I went and got a swarm from Brainard and it 

survived.  

At the community level, I have given many talks to people. My 4-H club asked me to give a presentation 

and I gave two talks to persuade the 4-H Council and the Butler County Fair Board to add the projects to the 

fair.  

At the next door neighbor level, my neighbor Ryan Pekarek has a five acre garden where he produces 

vegetables that he sells at the farmer's markets. I have three hives of honey bees on the edge of his garden. Ryan 

made his garden "bee friendly" by keeping "brush and weeds mowed down in front of the hives to allow the 

bees easy access out to the fields. Short growing crops were planted in front of the hives." Ryan only applied 

pesticides when plants were not flowering or being visited by bees. He had only a few cucumber beetles and 

squash bugs on his vine crops, so my bees were not bothered by insecticides, as they were not needed. Ryan 

looks at the bee toxicity on insecticides. "There are insecticides that are "soft" on bees but "hard" on bad insects. 

This same idea applies to spiders, ladybugs, bees, and lacewings-all beneficial to the fields and crops." Ryan 

feels like it is beneficial to have my bees in his garden because they "increase the yields of vine crops, and the 

quality of the crops is better-more fruit, better shaped cukes and pumpkins, better flavor." Ryan's customers find 

it interesting that he has another farmer's hives on his fields. (4)  

The local aerial plane sprayer asked me where my bees were located so he would not spray them. I plan 

to make him and the local coop maps so they will know where my hives are located.  

I think my neighborhood, community, county, and state are the friendliest around. I am honored to be working 

with them to be "bee friendly" and help the honey bee thrive.  

Endnotes  

1.  Nebraska Legislature (2008-2010). 2008-2009 Nebraska Blue Book (online edition). 

http://nebraskalegislature.gov/about/blue-book/php  

2.  Nebraska Department of Roads. (2009) Discover Nebraska's Roadside Flowers and Grasses [Brochure]  

3. D. Norman Andrews (personal interview) February 10, 2010.  

4. Ryan Pekarek (email interview) February 10, 2010  

 

Workshops in Hastings and Nebraska City turn out large 

Numbers. 

Workshops for beginning beekeeper s were held at Hastings 

on February 28 and at Nebraska City on March 13. Each 

workshop was packed with people interested in becoming a 

beekeeper. Presenters at the workshops were Dr. Marion 

Ellis, Dr. Reed Johnson, Liz Peterson, and Warren Nelson. 

Numerous memberships were received after the workshops.  

3 Doctorial student Reed Johnson,  

presentation on bee diseases and mortality given 

at the Cooperative extension office in Hastings. 

The gathering had over 60 participants. 



Nebraska Beekeepers Association Membership and Membership Renewal Form 

Please fill out the following information completely and legibly by printing the information 

NEW MEMBER [___] RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP [____] 1 YR @ $15 [___] 2YR @ $30[____] 

[____] 1 YR Family Membership @ $20.00  [____] 2 YR Family Membership $35 (Newsletter will be sent to 

one member of the household, members of the immediate family will have voting privileges.) 

DATE: ________________________ 

NAME:________________________________. Spouse______________  

Children _______________________________________________________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS______________________________________ 

CITY _____________________________________ 

STATE _______ ZIP__________________________  

County: _____________________ 

Phone ________________________ 

E-mail address _________________________________________________________________________ 

[__] Please send my newsletters by e-mail. [__] Please send my newsletter by the postal service. 

Make checks payable to the “Nebraska Beekeepers Association” 

Mail to: Warren Nelson, 2839 N46th, Lincoln, NE 68504 

* Dues are payable by January 31 for the current year running from January 1- December 31. * 

** Dues are prorated for new members only at the rate of $1.25 per month through December 31. ** 

*** Special rates on “Bee Culture” and “American Bee Journal” with membership to the state association.*** 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please clip the magazine form and mail your subscription directly to the address listed on the form.  It causes 

delays by paying the Association and having us send it for you.  Make sure you fill in the Nebraska Beekeepers 

Association on the appropriate line and Warren Nelson as Treasurer on the Secretary line.  Your help is greatly 

appreciated 

 

 

  



 

Please clip the magazine form and mail your subscription directly to the address listed on the form.  It causes 

delays by paying the Association and having us send it for you.  Make sure you fill in the Nebraska Beekeepers 

Association on the appropriate line and Warren Nelson as Treasurer on the Secretary line.  Your help is greatly 

appreciated. 

 

From Catch the Buzz- 

Let's make every county, every city and town, street and backyard, rooftop, balcony, front porch and empty 
lot a legal place to let honey bees be home! 

New York City, Cleveland, Minneapolis, Denver…There’s no telling which city or county will be next to 
allow bees, beekeepers and beekeeping in backyards, on rooftops and vacant lots. But there are still a host of 
cities and towns and other places that haven’t seen the light. They’ve put up that NO BUZZ ZONE sign and 
have no intent of taking it down anytime soon.  

The Dailygreen.com and Bee Culture magazine want to find those cities and towns and make a list. 
We’ll make a map and we’ll get it on our web pages for all to see. We want YOUR help with this. Know a city or 
town that doesn’t allow beekeeping yet? Let us know. Help us identify those burgs that want no bees.  

If you know a city or town…maybe it’s yours or one nearby…send me an email and let me know. But so 
I can identify what it’s about put NO BUZZ in the subject line. Then, put in the city, and the state and your first 
and last name (or just your first name if you want). Then we’ll start mapping them and get the map up for 
everybody to see. Send your emails to Kim@BeeCulture.com today! 

Help us help the honey bees, the beekeepers and beekeeping. Let’s make every  beekeeper legal! 
This Call To Bees is brought to you by Bee Culture, The Magazine Of American Beekeeping. 
www.BeeCulture.com 

USDA Annual Honey Report, Plus the Extras 

Below is the USDA ERS annual report on honey production and consumption. For even more 
information on this subject, see the April issue of Bee Culture magazine. 

The combination of adverse weather and the ongoing colony collapse disorder of honey bees 
contributed to sharply lower honey yields and record low honey production in 2009. U.S. honey production 
declined by 12 percent or nearly 20 million pounds to 144 million pounds from 2008. Despite the 5.1-percent 
increase in the national number of honey-producing colonies in 2009, yield per colony fell by more than 16 
percent on average. Double-digit production declines in 7 out of 10 major honey-producing States were 
closely matched by similar drops in yield. 

mailto:Kim@BeeCulture.com
http://www.beeculture.com/


Domestic consumption of honey in 2009, an indicator of use demand, significantly decreased by almost 
28 million pounds as U.S. honey imports fell by 21 million pounds. The factors behind this sharp drop in 
demand are the U.S. economic recession in fiscal year 2009 and the record high average price of $1.45 per 
pound of natural honey. Per capita consumption of honey declined to 1.2 pounds from 1.3 pounds in 2008. 
Another indicator of weak domestic demand for honey is the 14-million-pound depletion of U.S. honey stocks 
by the end of 2009, which is also a consequence of lower U.S. production and imports.  

Among the 10 major honey-producing States, yields declined by double digits in California, South 
Dakota, Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota, and Florida. Neighboring States also suffered as a 
result of above normal temperatures across parts of the Southwest and the South during the first half of 2009, 
which led to drought conditions in some parts of the West (as in Arizona) and loss of pasture.  

Through the year, the Central and East North Central regions experienced cooler than normal 
temperatures. In addition, precipitation in the second half of 2009 was the fifth wettest on record, which is 
attributed to the emergence of the El Nino effect in the early summer. This abnormal weather in the major 
honey States compounded existing problems with mite infestation of bee colonies as seasonal pollination 
conditions were disrupted. 

Average yields per bee colony in California dropped 35 percent, leading to a dramatic 6.6-million 
pound cut in the State’s honey production in 2009, which accounts for a third of the national 19.7-million-
pound output loss. A similar situation occurred in South Dakota, the second largest producer after neighboring 
North Dakota, despite a 20-percent gain in the number of honey-producing colonies. North Dakota’s 
additional 50,000 new bee colonies in 2009 still resulted in a 3.8-percent slashing of its honey harvest as yield 
per colony slipped by more than 14 percent. 

Nevertheless, the value of honey production in these States and in five other major States was cut by 
double-digit rates even as modest price increases were reported. A national loss of $24.5 million in honey 
production value was recorded in 2009, $9.2 million of which was from California and $3.9 million from South 
Dakota. The 9-percent reduction of imported honey, or 21 million pounds, was largely responsible for the 27.7 
million-pound retreat in U.S. honey consumption. While the country’s reduced spending for food and 
beverages in 2009 (-$13.3 billion from 2008) accounted for much of this shrinkage in demand, the continued 
low purchasing power of the dollar contributed in part. In turn, U.S. honey stocks took a 27-percent plunge. 
The average import price of honey climbed 10 percent to $1.05 per pound in 2009 from 95 cents in 2008. The 
2009 price represents more than 72 percent of the domestic honey price of $1.45 per pound on average. In 
2006, this ratio was only 60 percent. Like domestic prices, import prices for natural honey are at record highs, 
which reflect the pervasive colony collapse disorder suffered by many foreign producers that limited 
international supply as well. 

The share of imports in domestic honey consumption was 59 percent in 2009, down from a high of 65 
percent in 2006. The largest sources of imported honey are Brazil and Vietnam at 39 and 38.4 million pounds, 
respectively, in 2009, representing a combined 37 percent of total U.S. imports of 210.4 million pounds. The 
next biggest foreign suppliers in terms of volume shipped are India and Argentina, followed by Malaysia and 
Canada. Before 2008, China trailed only Argentina as the top sources for imported honey. However, U.S. anti-
dumping and countervailing duties against Chinese honey (and Argentinean honey) caused this source to dry 
up in 2009. The reduced shipments from China that started in 2007 were supplanted by increased imports 
from Southeast Asia, primarily Vietnam, followed by Malaysia, Indonesia, and Thailand. The investigation of 
Chinese honey transshipments (much by blending) through neighboring countries in Asia, such as Vietnam, is 
ongoing. Mongolia is another emerging supplier from Asia. 

One other source of domestic honey is from imported live honey bees, both queen bees and whole 
colonies. The U.S. Census Bureau started reporting import values for live bees in 2009 from Australia, New 
Zealand, The Netherlands, and smaller numbers from Canada and Costa Rica. Australia is by far the largest 
exporter to date. However, no import quantity or volume is reported for live bees as yet. According to USDA’s 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, bees from New Zealand are transshipped to Canada. Thus, to 



partly replenish the domestic bee population that has gradually been decimated over the past two decades, 
domestic honey producers are now importing foreign live queen bees and colonies. 

USDA CROP WEATHER REPORT  
They donôt talk about bees, but itôs been cool and wet where queens and packages are raised 

in the southeast. Be careful with real early queens this year. 
An odd weather regime, driven by El Nino and a high-pressure block over eastern Canada and 

the northern Atlantic Ocean, persisted through the end of February. El Nino contributed to an active 
sub-tropical jet stream, resulting in generally wet conditions from California into the Southeast. 
However, storm systems carried by the jet stream were prevented from quickly exiting the eastern 
United States by the high-pressure block, resulting in numerous slow-moving storms near the Atlantic 
Seaboard. The block also helped to drive cold air southward across the Plains, Midwest, and 
Southeast. Monthly temperatures generally ranged from 5 to 10 degrees Fahrenheit below normal 
from the Plains into the Southeast, while above average values were noted in the Northwest and from 
the Great Lakes region into New England. 

Historic snowfall totals were noted during February in the Mid-Atlantic States and neighboring 
areas, while typically rare Deep South snow was observed on several occasions. On February 12, 
snow briefly covered at least a portion of all 48 contiguous states. In the Southeast, excessive 
moisture remained a concern with respect to the soft red winter wheat crop, which in some cases was 
already suffering due to late planting and poor establishment. 

Farther north, much of the Midwest experienced another cold, snowy month. At times during 
February, snow covered the entire Midwest, although coverage was deepest and most persistent in 
the western Corn Belt. Upper Midwestern livestock continued to endure a very difficult winter, which 
began in earnest with a pair of December blizzards. 

Meanwhile on the Plains, snow helped to insulate much of the hard red winter wheat crop, 
which continued to overwinter with no major concerns. On the southern Plains, February precipitation 
aided wheat which had been previously stressed by drier than normal conditions. 

Elsewhere, California received another burst of beneficial precipitation toward month's end, 
following a brief lull in storminess in early to mid-February. The Southwest also continued to receive 
drought-easing rain and snow. In contrast, unfavorably dry conditions and sub-par snow packs in 
much of the Northwest increased the likelihood of drought development and below average spring 
and summer runoff. 
February Agricultural Summary 

Abnormally cool temperatures blanketed much of the Nation during February. Due to a series 
of winter storm systems, average temperatures in several locations from eastern Texas through the 
Delta and Southeast fell to as many as 12 degrees below normal. Conversely, the Pacific Northwest, 
Great Basin, Great Lakes, and northern Atlantic Coast continued to experience warmer than normal 
temperatures throughout the month, with recordings in Maine reaching as many as 12 degrees above 
average. While much of the country was unusually dry during February, portions of the Southwest, 
Texas, and several Atlantic Coast States received an abundance of precipitation. Elsewhere, below 
average moisture accumulation in areas of the Pacific Northwest and northern Rocky Mountains 
pushed the year-to-date deficit to 50 percent or more below normal. 

Wet weather and soggy field conditions across much of the South hampered fieldwork 
throughout the month, delaying the start of spring planting activities for some row crop producers. In 
Texas, corn and sorghum planting was underway in some regions but had yet to begin in others, 
leaving overall progress for both crops behind last year and the 5-year average. In areas of the Corn 
Belt, some remaining 2009 corn acreage was harvested as temperatures warmed slightly from 
January. Elsewhere in the Corn Belt, producers performed routine maintenance on farm equipment 
and finalized their planting intentions for 2010. 
 Arizona producers began seeding their small grain crops early in the month. Steady rainfall in 
Texas led to improved conditions in the winter wheat crop, while excessively wet fields in Florida and 
Georgia caused fertilizer leaching and slowed emergence and crop growth. By month's end, 
emergence in Arizona's barley and Durum wheat crops had reached 75 and 95 percent, respectively. 



Winter wheat neared or entered the jointing stage in Georgia and Texas, while heading was evident 
in early planted oat, rye, and wheat fields in California. 

Flooding and standing water stemming from rainfall in late January and early February caused 
rotting in some potato fields in Florida. As a result, producers in the Hastings area remained busy 
replanting their fields throughout the month. Dry weather mid-month promoted the start of cabbage 
and spinach harvest in South Texas. As February ended, early variety almond, cherry, peach, plum, 
and prune trees were in full bloom in California 

 
Treasurers Reports 

March  

    $19,631.89  Beginning Balance 2/23/10  

 

$6.00  Oconner -  Dues Balance  

  
 

$15.00  Shipman -  Dues  

  
 

$6.00  Boshart -  Dues Balance  

  
 

$15.00  Kasiyanov -  Dues  

  
 

$13.00  Price -  Dues  

  
 

$15.00  Keller -  dues  

  
 

$12.50  Heminger -  Dues  

  
 

$12.50  Martin -  Dues  

  
 

$30.00  Fortenberry -  Dues  

  
 

$15.00  Scheerger -  Dues  

  
 

$12.50  Sears -  Dues  

  
 

$30.00  Peppard -  Dues  

  
 

$12.50  Yates -  Dues  

  
 

$20.00  Jesch -  dues  

  
 

$35.00  Sellers -  dues  

  
 

$15.00  Davis -  Dues  

  
 

$15.00  Strecker -  Dues  

  
 

$15.00  Terneus -  dues  

  
 

$15.00  Duda -  Dues  

  
 

$12.50  Boom -  Dues  

  
 

$11.25  Craig -  Dues  

  
 

$1.53  Interest  

  $335.28  Total Income  

 
 

$484.72  Mann Lake -  Scholarship Equipment  

  
 

$6.00  DeVries -  Scholarship Lunch Reimbursement  

  
 

$50.00  Abby Lyons -  ABF 4H Essay 1st Place  

  
 

$102.92  Mann Lake -  Backordered Scholarship Equipment  

  
 

$32.00  Scholarship Attendees -  Beginning Beekeeper NE City  

  $675.64  Total Expenses  

  

Nebraska State Fair Update: 

Progress is being made at the new site for the state fair. However the administration building will not be 

complete by the time the fair opens on August 27. With that building not being completed commercial exhibits 

that were to be shown there will be placed in the exhibition hall and the 4-H and FFA building. What does that 

mean for the Bee Culture exhibits? First the bee culture exhibits will be displayed on the west side of the 

existing Fonner Park Grandstand building. It will be near the walkway to the Heartland Events Center. This 

would be a good location since it will leads from the grandstand building to where the concerts will be held. 



Also our display of bees will not have free flight like we had originally planned. In 2011 when our exhibits 

move to the Exhibition Hall they should have free flight. We are making arrangements to have a free flight area 

that is on the east side of the grandstand on the inside of the race track. There is money available to make 

showcases for some of our items and we need to decide soon what we want for our displays. Also there will be 

some funding available to decorate our area. 

 The State Fair is also working on pickup sites across the state for entries. Those locations were discussed 

at the superintendent meeting that was held in York. Those locations have not been determined but it was 

suggested to have locations in North Platte, Lincoln, and Norfolk.  

 Items that we designated to move from the Lincoln site is currently in one of four storage units in Grand 

Island. There is also a volunteer group named the “Can Do” that is working on helping with projects for the 

state fair ground. Some of those projects are the landscaping, greeters to the fairgrounds, and helping with 

moving items from storage to the fairgrounds 

 The Show Works online registration for entries will continue. If you do not have internet access there 

will also be a method to enter as an organization or group. 

 The theme for the 2010 Nebraska State Fair is “It’s a Grand Affair”. It will be an exciting time in Grand 

Island since they working on getting technology access into the new fairgrounds and will make the internet 

accessible on the fairgrounds. If we had a website that we wanted to show fair goers we could do that at our 

display booth. 

 

Obituary 

James R. Dieter, 63, of Lincoln, formerly of Madison, Neb. died Friday, February 26, 2010, at Bryan LGH 

West, Lincoln. James was born on October 27, 1946 at Norfolk, the son of the late Laurence and Alice 

(Schroeder) Dieter. He attended school in Madison and then worked as a dispatcher for Crete Carriers for 37 

years retiring in 2008. James had worked as a beekeeper most of his life. James had been employed by Richard 

Peterson at Madison, Nebraska until he started his own honey business Dieter Honey Company in the late 

60’sJames is survived by two daughters and their husbands, Michelle and Darin Brown of Kearney; and 

Christie and Todd Petri of Omaha; two brothers, Don Dieter of Lincoln and Dick Dieter of Dodge City, Kan.; 

and six grandchildren. 

Special note: James had been a member of the Nebraska Beekeepers Association until 2008 when his health 

began to fail. His equipment has all been sold except the Ford truck that is listed in the classified of this news 

letter. Our condolences sincere to the family of James Dieter. 

Shedded Bees by Keith Nielson 

I know I have had several people have asked me how my experiment for shedding bees for the winter went. 

Here is the update. Three colonies were place in a 8’ X 8’ shed and I placed an electric oil radiant heater in the 

building. I set the thermostat at 40 degree F. I placed candy on top of the bees in early February and started 

feeding heavy syrup the first week of March. I have continued to feed the bees but have changed it to the 1:1 

sugar water mix. As of March 24
th

 all of the colonies were alive. One colony was weak going into the shed and 

continues to be weak. I moved the colonies outside on March 24. Some of the disadvantages of this were the 

energy cost to maintain the temperature in the shed. The shed was not insulated and so it cost more to keep 

warm, however it did provide protection from the wind and our winds howled a lot in December, January, and 

February. This summer I will need to insulate the shed and patch the holes that are in the floor. I have some 

other materials that need to be taken from the shed. I think that with insulation and cleaning out other materials 

I can place 20 hives in the shed and make it profitable to store these colonies when this year’s package bee price 

is $80-$87 and that is sure to rise in 2011.  In doing the math 20 X $85=$1700 for new packages. Heating cost 5 

months X $30=$150. I think I will try putting my colonies in storage again.  



Nebraska Beekeepers Assn 

C/O Keith Nielson 

865 Leonard Ave 

Polk, NE 68654 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editorial- An exciting year is awaiting us! Sorry about the last issue of the newsletter, I rushed it out prior to 

the Queen Bees surgery. I apologize if I did not put your notifications for renewal for membership in the last 

issue. For an update my queen, she finally had her back surgery on March 3
rd

 at UNMC and returned home on 

March 7
th

 the day of the scholarship workshop that was held at the High Plains Community School. She still has 

some pain but we are seeing improvements every day. Time will tell how much improvement she will get from 

the surgery.  

In this issue is a request from researchers who are doing a survey on bee losses, and it only takes no 

more than 5 minutes to complete. I have completed the survey and it is quite painless and I encourage all of our 

members to help by going online and completing the survey. The scholarship participants have meet twice in 

March to assemble their hives and are well on their way to becoming beekeepers. I had the opportunity to sit in 

on the state fair superintendent meeting in York in mid March. I was impressed by what Joseph Mc Dermott, 

State Fair Director presented to the group. There is excitement in the air about this year’s state fair and a long 

list of things to be decided yet. 

 I have been out in my hives checking, feeding colonies, and finding out not all survived the hard harsh 

winter. Colonies that I lost looked good in December but by late January they ran out of stores. I guess I am 

fortunate to still have 18 live colonies out of 28. I have visited with some of our members who have lost all of 

their bees. 

 The school that I teach at has a weekly broadcast called HPC-TV about happenings within our school. I 

have been told that next week I will be a featured segment of the program and you will be able to view it at 

www.hpc.esu7.org/ I hope I do our business proud. These same students may even be able to help put some 

video together for our state fair booth this year. Hope to see you all at the ARDC on April 17. Happy Easter! 

Keith Nielson 

Editor, Nebraska Beekeepers Assn. 

http://www.hpc.esu7.org/

