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Secretary‟s Corner:  

The Nebraska Beekeepers met on April 17 at Agricultural Research and 

Development Center.  The day was also the Beginning Beekeeping Field Day 

and many interesting topics were covered. 

     Honeybee package installation demo - Marion Ellis Package installation 

Q&A Honeybee Swarm Biology - Reed Johnson Honeybee Swarm Capture - 

Reed Johnson Swarm Q&A Lunch Break Lighting a Smoker - Marion Ellis 

Inspecting a Hive - Marion Ellis Small Group Hive Familiarity Shaking a 

Package - Marion Ellis Making a Nucleus Hive - Marion Ellis 

     The workshop was well attended and there appears to be a great number of 

new beekeepers in the state this year.  This follows the trend we have seen over 

the past few years of increased interest in honeybees and beekeeping. 

     The next meeting is on May 15 in Chapman, NE where changes to the 

Nebraska Beekeeper's bylaws will be proposed.  The bylaws were last changed 

ten years ago so there are some articles that need to be updated. 

Walter Schwarz, Secretary 

 

Lost and Found 

At the April meeting someone left their jacket behind.  The owner should 

contact me and I'll find a way to get the jacket to them. Walter Schwarz. 

 
Presidents Message 

Greetings everyone. Hopefully the Army will leave me alone for awhile so I 

can get back to a normal schedule again; but I think I have to figure out what 

normal is once again. Much to my surprise, my bees made it through winter 

and in good shape. Unlike many others who became box keepers rather than 

beekeepers. The survival of my bees was probably more attributed to the fact 

that I left some full supers of honey all winter simply because I didn‟t have 

time to pull all of them off. So I left some on figuring that it wouldn‟t hurt.  

As I get back once in the swing of things, I did solicit a few beekeeping 

vendors for some door prizes, gifts and literature. Hope to get back on a 

schedule and see everyone very soon.  

Mike Slater, President. 

 

Nebraska State Fair Honey Bids 

Bottled honey, beeswax, comb honey, creamed honey, and other bee culture 

items sold at the Nebraska Beekeepers Association State Fair booth are now 

being taken. Bottled and processed honey requires that it be processed in a 

processing facility that has a State of Nebraska health inspection and can only 

come from members who are in good standing in the Nebraska Beekeepers 

Association. Bids are to be submitted by June 10, 201 to Mike Slater, Bids 

need to go to Mike Slater. 118 Robinhood Ave., Plattsmouth, NE 68048. There 

should be a due date of June 10, 2010 and that have a health department 

inspected and approved kitchen. 
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Nebraska Bee Loss Survey 

Stonie Cooper a member of our association is a mapping and weather fanatic and would like to compile data on 

bee colony losses in the State of Nebraska. He requests that you send him the following information to him by 

e-mail at stonewall@inebraska.com . He plans on comparing your information with weather data that he 

collects and then having results for the association on the losses in the June or July issue of the newsletter. This 

is a completely voluntary survey and would cost the membership no dollars to perform. 

_____ number of hives going into winter; 

_____ number of hives coming out of winter; 

_____ when they first noticed they lost hives; 

_____ either their zip code or latitude/longitude. 

Beginning Beekeeper Field Day at the ARDC at Ithica 

   

1 Dr. Ellis explaining how to inspect the brood on a frame. 4 Smoker competition: Smoker that stayed lit the longest received 

a prize. 

3 Dr. Reed Johnmson and Dr. Ellis preparing to shake a package of 

bees 2 Reed Johnson and Dr. Ellis shaking bees into a package. 

mailto:stonewall@inebraska.com


Classified Advertisements 

For Sale:  

Screened bottom boards complete with board to calculate mite populations, total clear screened opening 

below brood chambers and 3/8 inch opening to prevent mice getting into your hive. Also available deep and 

medium hive bodies with hand hold cleats, inner covers, and telescoping covers. Contact Keith Nielson, phone 

402-765-2391 cell after 4PM 308-940-0987 or email klnielson@windstream.net. More information will become 

available at www.povertyridgeapiary.com.  

Custom made four frame observation hive made out of quality oak mounted on a swivel 

turntable. Two Deep and two shallow or medium supers your choice for $300. $150 down 

when you order, $150 upon delivery. FOB Greenwood, NE. Contact- Tim Fleck Greenwood, 

Nebraska. 402-789-3785.  

 

Dieter Honey Co. Equipment list 

1965 Ford Flat Bed Truck, Contact:  Michelle Brown, email: michelleannbrown@charter.net 

or (308)440-5690 OR Christie Petri, email: catpetri@cox.net or (402)889-3372 

Bees Wanted: 

Ron Shigley 

Syracuse, NE  68446 

402-429-4719 

Janice and Jerry Moher 

Valparaiso, NE  68065 

402-784-0233 

Dwaine Fosler 

Milford, NE  68405 

402-643-2165 

Jayne and Ken Taylor 

Mead, NE 

402-625-2513 or 402-699-2090 

 

Darrel Hayek 

Friend, NE 

402-947-8601 

e-mail:  dlhayek@live.com 

John Carmichael 

Wymore, NE 

402-645-3722 

 

Members please contact the people listed above. They are serious about having bees on their 
property!  

"BBE-Tech Honey bee Conservation in Omaha is now a local, authorized re-seller for Brushy Mountain 

Bee Farm products.  We will keep a selection of beekeeping equipment, products and supplies on hand at our 

Omaha based location.  It is our goal to provide good beekeeping related products at a fair price while reducing 

long distance shipping costs. 

Please visit our internet showcase at http://bbe-tech.com/shop/ in the future to see what we will be 

keeping on hand for local beekeepers needs.  You can call (402) 740-1454 to find out when we might be in your 

area and to place an order." T Sandoval, BBE-Tech Honey Bee Conservation 

 

Upcoming Events: 
May 15, 2010:  10:00 AM, Splitting and Starting New Hives with a Queen Excluder & Basswood Box Comb 

Honey Production, Location Chapman, NE. Presenter Keith Nielson. Directions: From Grand Island take 

highway 30 east towards Chapman at E road turn right (east) and go past the intersection of 5th and E road 1/2 

mile and turn right and follow the road at the horse farm along the north side of the barns back to the west. 

Parking area will be marked. From Chapman head west on highway 30 to 5th road and turn left (south) , go 1/4 

mile and turn left (east) , go 1/2 mile and turn right into horse farm, follow the north trail west to the parking 

area that will be marked. It is highly recommended that you wear a light colored long sleeve shirt and full 

length jeans, please do not wear shorts.  

June 10-12, 2010:  Master Beekeeping Workshop, Agricultural Research and Development Center, 1071 

County Road B, Ithica, NE. Presenter Dr. Marion Ellis and others 

July 2010: Monthly Meeting, TBA 
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July 8-10,2010: Heartland Apiculture Society Annual Conference, location Campus of Tennessee Tech, 

Cookeville, Tennessee, for more information check out their website at: www.heartlandbees.com/ 

August 2-6, 2010: Eastern Apiculture Society Annual Conference, location Boone, North Carolina. For more 

information check out their website at: www.easternapiculture.org/ 

August 26, 2010: Bee Culture Entries due for Nebraska State Fair, Grand Island, NE 

August 27-September 6, 2010: Nebraska State Fair, Grand Island, NE 

August 30 ïSeptember 2, 2010: Western Apiculture Society Annual Conference, location Red Lion Hotel, 

Salem, Oregon 

September 12, 2010: So You Want to Know About Honey Bees, location near Chapman, NE, presenter Keith 

Nielson 

October: 

November 20
, 
2010:  Monthly Meeting at Agricultural Research and Development Center, 1071 County Road 

B, Ithaca,, Presenters Kirk Webster, Dr. Marion Ellis and UNL graduate students 

 

For the good of the association 

Please welcome the following new members to the association: Susan Royle, Central City 

Letters to the Editor  

Hi! My name is Carrie Lienemann and I am the assistant to the Director of K.I.D.S. Klub, the after 

school program in North Platte. 

We are currently planning our summer academy and our theme this year is "Fun On The Farm". One of 

the things we would like to expose our students to is the concept of Bee Farming. 

I came across your web site and wondered if this would be something someone in your organization 

would be willing to help us out with by possibly coming in and doing a presentation or maybe even letting us 

tour a Bee Farm near North Platte. 

Please feel free to contact me at clienemann@nppsd.org or call the K.I.D.S. Klub office at 308-696-

3360. 

Thank you so much! I look forward to hearing from you! 

Carrie Lienemann, K.I.D.S. Klub 

Nebraska Bee Trading Cards 

 The Nebraska Beekeepers have honey bee trading cards that can be sent to a school classroom if the instructor 

sends a letter to Warren Nelson on school stationary with the number of students in the class and the beekeeper 

who is a member of the Nebraska Beekeepers Association that is presenting to the class. Bee trading cards that 

are sent out will require a $5.00 shipping charge. For more information on the trading cards you can find it on 

the World Wide Web at http://entomology.unl.edu/beekpg/beecards/beecards.htm . 

 

RENEWAL TIME NOTICE 

Members that needed to pay dues in June: None for renewal 

Memberships that are up for renewal in May are: Kent Rasmussen 

Delinquent in April are: Emil Pierson, Thomas Waller. 

If you have paid your dues thank you, if you have not please use the membership form in this newsletter 

and please send them to Warren Nelson. If you have paid your dues and listed here please call Warren Nelson 

and he will send me a correction to your newsletter subscription. Note there is a dues increase to $15.00 per 

year for single membership and a family rate of $20.00 per year. 
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Nebraska Honey Standard Update 

ONE HUNDRED FIRST LEGISLATURE 

SECOND SESSION 

LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 426 

Introduced by Dubas, 34. 

PURPOSE: The purpose of this interim study is to examine the honeybee industry in the State of 

Nebraska. The issues addressed by this interim study shall include, but not be limited to: 

(1) An examination of the rules and regulations administered by the Department of Agriculture 

relating to the honeybee industry; and 

(2) An examination of state and federal definitions of honey. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE ONE 

HUNDRED FIRST LEGISLATURE OF NEBRASKA, SECOND SESSION: 

1. That the Agriculture Committee of the Legislature shall be designated to conduct an interim 

study to carry out the purposes of this resolution. 

2. That the committee shall upon the conclusion of its study make a report of its findings, together 

with its recommendations, to the Legislative Council or Legislature. 

 

Honey Mustard Chicken with Pretzel 

Crust  

¶ cooking spray  

¶ 1 tablespoon red wine vinegar  

¶ 1 tablespoon prepared yellow mustard  

¶ 1 tablespoon spicy mustard  

¶ 1 tablespoon coarse-grained mustard  

¶ 1 tablespoon honey  

¶ 1 tablespoon vegetable oil  

¶ 4 skinless, boneless chicken breast halves  

¶ 4 cups salted pretzels  

¶  

¶ 1/2 cup mayonnaise  

¶ 2 tablespoons prepared yellow mustard  

¶ 3 tablespoons honey  

¶ 1/2 teaspoon salt  

Directions 

1. Preheat an oven to 400 degrees F (200 degrees C). 

Line a baking sheet with foil and spray with 

cooking spray.  

2. In a bowl, mix together the red wine vinegar, 1 

tablespoon yellow mustard, the spicy mustard, 

coarse-grained mustard, 1 tablespoon of honey, 

and the vegetable oil.  

3. Place the chicken breasts between two sheets of 

heavy plastic (resealable freezer bags work well) 

on a solid, level surface. Firmly pound the chicken 

with the smooth side of a meat mallet to a 

thickness of about 1/4 inch. Coat the chicken well 

with the mustard mixture.  

4. Place the pretzels into a resealable plastic zipper 

bag and roll the bag under a rolling pin to finely 

grind the pretzels. Place the coated chicken breasts, 

one at a time, into the bag, seal, and shake the bag 

to thoroughly coat each chicken breast with pretzel 

meal. Place the chicken breasts on the prepared 

baking sheet and spray each breast with cooking 

spray.  

5. Bake the chicken in the preheated oven until the 

coating is golden brown and the meat is no longer 

pink in the center, about 25 minutes. Flip the 

chicken after about 12 minutes of cooking to 

brown both sides.  

6. Mix together the mayonnaise, 2 tablespoons of 

yellow mustard, 3 tablespoons of honey, and salt in 

a bowl. Drizzle the honey-mustard sauce over the 

chicken to serve.  

  



Nebraska Beekeepers Association Membership and Membership Renewal Form 

Please fill out the following information completely and legibly by printing the information 

NEW MEMBER [___] RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP [____] 1 YR @ $15 [___] 2YR @ $30[____] 

[____] 1 YR Family Membership @ $20.00  [____] 2 YR Family Membership $35 (Newsletter will be sent to 

one member of the household, members of the immediate family will have voting privileges.) 

DATE: ________________________ 

NAME:________________________________. Spouse______________  

Children _______________________________________________________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS______________________________________ 

CITY _____________________________________ 

STATE _______ ZIP__________________________  

County: _____________________ 

Phone ________________________ 

E-mail address _________________________________________________________________________ 

[__] Please send my newsletters by e-mail. [__] Please send my newsletter by the postal service. 

Make checks payable to the ñNebraska Beekeepers Association” 

Mail to: Warren Nelson, 2839 N46th, Lincoln, NE 68504 

* Dues are payable by January 31 for the current year running from January 1- December 31. * 

** Dues are prorated for new members only at the rate of $1.25 per month through December 31. ** 

*** Special rates on “Bee Culture” and “American Bee Journal” with membership to the state association.*** 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please clip the magazine form and mail your subscription directly to the address listed on the form.  It causes 

delays by paying the Association and having us send it for you.  Make sure you fill in the Nebraska Beekeepers 

Association on the appropriate line and Warren Nelson as Treasurer on the Secretary line.  Your help is greatly 

appreciated 

 

 

  



 

Please clip the magazine form and mail your subscription directly to the address listed on the form.  It causes 

delays by paying the Association and having us send it for you.  Make sure you fill in the Nebraska Beekeepers 

Association on the appropriate line and Warren Nelson as Treasurer on the Secretary line.  Your help is greatly 

appreciated. 

 

Survey Reports Latest Honey Bee Losses  
By Kim Kaplan 

May 19, 2009  

WASHINGTON--Honey bee colony losses nationwide were approximately 29 percent from all causes 

from September 2008 to April 2009, according to a survey conducted by the Apiary Inspectors of America 

(AIA) and the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  

This is less than the overall losses of about 36 percent from 2007 to 2008, and about 32 percent from 

2006 to 2007, that have been reported in similar surveys.  

" While the drop in losses is encouraging, losses of this magnitude are economically unsustainable for 

commercial beekeeping," said Jeff Pettis, research leader of the Agricultural Research Service (ARS) Bee 

Research Laboratory in Beltsville, Md. ARS is USDA's principal intramural scientific research agency. The 

survey was conducted by Pettis; Dennis vanEngelsdorp, president of AIA; and Jerry Hayes, AIA past president.  

About 26 percent of apiaries surveyed reported that some of their colonies died of colony collapse 

disorder (CCD), down from 36 percent of apiaries in 2007-2008. CCD is characterized by the sudden, complete 

absence of honey bees in a colony. The cause of CCD is still unknown.  

As this was an interview-based survey, it is not possible to differentiate between verifiable cases of CCD 

and colonies lost as the result of other causes that share the "absence of dead bees" as a symptom.  

However, among beekeepers that reported any colonies collapsing without the presence of dead bees, 

each lost an average of 32 percent of their colonies in 2008-2009, while apiaries that did not lose any bees with 

symptoms of CCD each lost an average of 26 percent of their colonies.  

To strengthen the beekeeping industry, ARS recently began a five-year area wide research program to 

improve honey bee health, survivorship and pollination. Honey bee pollination is critical to agriculture, adding 

more than $15 billion to the value of American crops each year.  

The survey checked on about 20 percent of the country's 2.3 million colonies.  

A complete analysis of the survey data will be published later this year. An abstract of the data is 

available on line at: http://maarec.cas.psu.edu/pdfs/PrelimLosses2009.pdf .  

  

http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/contacts.htm#Kim
http://www.apiaryinspectors.org/
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usdahome
http://www.ars.usda.gov/pandp/people/people.htm?personid=10138
http://www.ars.usda.gov/
http://www.ars.usda.gov/main/site_main.htm?modecode=12-75-05-00
http://www.ars.usda.gov/main/site_main.htm?modecode=12-75-05-00
http://www.ars.usda.gov/News/docs.htm?docid=15572
http://www.ars.usda.gov/News/docs.htm?docid=15572
http://maarec.cas.psu.edu/pdfs/PrelimLosses2009.pdf


From Catch the Buzz- 

U.S. Honey Producer Board Election Being Held 

Ballots have been mailed to eligible voters for the U.S Honey Producer Board. The official referendum 

period is May 17 to June 4, 2010. 
The American Beekeeping Federation (ABF) urges the eligible voters to consider the issue carefully and to 

cast their ballots in time to be counted. Strong participation is necessary for the referendum to reflect the wishes 

of the producers. 

The referendum is for eligible producers of U.S. honey to decide whether a new national U.S Honey 

Producer Research, Promotion, and Consumer Information Order should be established. If the referendum 

passes, what has been called the U.S Honey Producer Board will be established. It would be similar to the 

National Honey Board (NHB), except where the NHB is funded by assessments paid by importers and honey 

packers, the new board would be funded totally by assessments on U.S.-produced honey. 

The program will be implemented if approved by a majority of producers voting who also represent a 

majority of the volume of U.S. honey produced during the representative period. To be eligible to vote in the 

referendum, producers must have produced 100,000 or more pounds of honey from Jan. 1, 2008, through Dec. 

31, 2008. 

If implemented, the program would be administered by a seven-member board and its alternates – from 

seven regions – who will be responsible for carrying out activities intended to strengthen the position of the 

U.S. honey industry in the marketplace. In addition, the board will work to develop, maintain and expand 

domestic markets for U.S. honey. 

The national coordinated generic program would be financed by a mandatory assessment of two cents 

per pound paid by U.S. honey producers; a U.S. producer who produces less than 100,000 pounds would be 

exempt from paying assessments. 

These links will take you to: 

¶ A summary of the program from USDA-AMS (PDF file) 

¶ The proposed order, as published in the Federal Register (PDF file) 

¶ The referendum procedures, as published in the Federal Register (PDF file) 

USDA-AMS has mailed the ballots, voting instructions and a summary of the proposed program to all 

known eligible producers of U.S. honey. The list of eligible voters was drawn from the records of the old 

National Honey Board, using 2008 assessments when producers had to report their production. 

Producers who feel they are eligible, but did not receive a ballot, should contact Kimberly Coy, Research 

and Promotion Branch, Fruit and Vegetable Programs, AMS, USDA, Stop 0244, 1400 Independence Avenue 

SW, Washington, DC 20250-0244; by calling 888.720.9917; faxing 202.205.2800; or e-mailing 

Kimberly.Coy@ams.usda.gov. 

 

/ƘƛƴŜǎŜ IƻƴŜȅ {ǘƛƭƭ /ƻƳƛƴƎ Lƴ LƭƭŜƎŀƭƭȅΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ Iƻǿ ²Ŝ Yƴƻǿ 
By Alan Harman 
 A Texas A&M University scientist is continuing to find honey samples labeled as coming from other 

countries but originating on China.Vaughn Bryant, a palynologist and an anthropology professor, spends hours 

at a time peering at slides of pollen samples, comparing them to track down the origins of honey with 

questionable heritage. 

Changing the county of origin from China is designed to avoid tariffs of up to 500% imposed after 

exporters there were “dumping” it in the U.S. – selling it at a much lower price than its cost, which is about one-

half what it costs U.S. honey producers. 

The practice has almost ruined the market for domestic honey, says Bryant, who is also director of the 

palynology laboratory at Texas A&M. Bryant, who examines more than 100 honey samples a year for 

importers, exporters, beekeepers and producers, says he believes he is the only person in the U.S. doing 

melissopalynology – the study of pollen in honey – on a routine basis.   For the last five years, he has analyzed 

the pollen in honey samples from all over the world to determine the nectar sources and origin of the honey. 

He examines imported samples purported to come from Vietnam, Cambodia, Indonesia and Laos, and 

usually discovers the samples are blends, with a little honey from those countries and a majority of the blend 
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coming from Chinese sources. “Now there are lots of shenanigans going on to avoid having to pay those tariffs, 

and the investigators are way behind in following them,” Bryant says. “The beekeepers of the U.S. have been 

pleading with the FDA to enact stricter guidelines about accurate labeling for honey, but that is a long, slow 

process. Meanwhile, I'm trying to help out here and there, but it's almost impossible to keep up.” Some foreign 

exporters get around the tariff by mixing honey from different sources, while others infuse up to 50% high 

fructose corn syrup into the honey, he says. DNA studies of the pollen in honey is expensive and difficult, 

Bryant says. Isotopic studies can reveal the source, provided you have a database of isotope signatures, which 

for now are very limited. “We've never had „truth in labeling‟ for selling honey, and we should,” he says. “And 

the U.S. needs to make it illegal to import honey that has been filtered to remove the pollen, which makes it 

almost impossible to detect where it came from.” 

John Thomas, who was an entomologist with the Texas A&M Extension Service from 1957 to 1992 and 

is a beekeeper and a major donor to the new Texas Honey Bee Facility at Texas A&M, says he is grateful for 

Bryant's work. “We have fought with the Chinese importers because honey is not a primary export there; it is 

just a byproduct they get from these other products they produce for medicinal purposes,” Thomas says. “This 

system the A&M anthropologists have devised is a mechanism to trace the origins of the honey through the 

pollens. Unfortunately, it doesn't solve the problem.” 

Treasurers Reports 

April  

  $19,291.53  Beginning Balance 3/26/10  

 

$35.00  Peloquin -  Bee Cards  

 

$35.00  Fleck -  Dues  

 

$15.00  Steele -  Dues  

 

$15.00  Kennedy -  Dues  

 

$15.00  Bish -  dues  

 

$11.25  Royale -  Dues  

 

$280.00  New Pond Farm -  Bee Cards  

 

$30.00  Meyer -  Dues  

 

$35.00  Renner -  Bee Cards  

 

$35.00  Keane -  Bee Cards  

$506.25  Total Income  

 

$377.95  Poverty Ridge -  Scholarship equipment  

 

$323.84  Mann Lake -  Scholarship Pollinator Jackets  

 

$24.30  USPS -  Bee Card Postage  

 

$59.09  

Super Saver -  Drinks and Plates for 

Workshop  

 

$4.33  USPS -  Bee Card Postaqge  

 

$4.72  Bee Card Postage  

 

$4.33  Bee Card postage  

$798.56  Total Expenses  

$18,999.22  Ending Balance 3/26/10  
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Editorial- A few weeks ago I pulled several buckets of honey out of the hot box and set up to bottle some of the 

late season honey which was quite dark. It was one of those days when I had several activities going on and in 

haste I set up my bottling bucket and thought that I had shut the honey gate, so I poured a very full 5 gallon 

bucket of hot honey into it, when I finished pouring I noticed the bottling bucket was not as full as it should 

have been. I then looked down and you guessed it the honey gate was partially open. By the time I closed the 

gate about 3/4 of a gallon honey was on the floor. Well I had a spill that kept spreading and a sticky mess to 

clean up. 

On the brighter side the package of bees that I received from Nebraska Bees.com are well on their way 

to being productive hives. Having drawn comb from last year is a credit to speeding them into production.  

Last week Senator Annette Dubas visited the school at which I teach agricultural education classes. 

During her visit she had a chance to see the facilities in the school shop and visited with several of our students. 

I had the opportunity to ask her about the Honey Standard for Nebraska. She has made it her priority interim 

resolution which is LR 426. I have included a copy of the resolution in this edition of the newsletter. 

Another legislative resolution that our members should be aware of is LR 445 which was introduced by 

Senator Carlson. LR 445 The purpose of this resolution is to examine the capabilities and resources available to 

the Department of Agriculture to meet the response protocols of state and federal livestock disease eradication 

programs. It is particularly looking at bovine tuberculosis but would be a good place to add apiculture into it as 

well. I know honeybees are insects and not livestock but we use them like livestock to produce a marketable 

product. 

I hope all of our members can make their way to our next meeting at Chapman on May 15th.  

 

Keith Nielson 

Editor, Nebraska Beekeepers Assn. 


