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Presidents Message 

Secretary’s Corner:  

June 10-12 was the Master Beekeeping Workshop, as usual it was well 

attended and a wealth of quality information was presented. 

Participants came from all over the Midwest, the longest journey was from 

Wisconsin.  Some NBA members were present and it appears that we will have 

a few new members who we met at the workshop. 

    The Nebraska Beekeepers Association will meet on July 10th at 10am, the 

Executive Committee will meet prior to the general meeting at 9:30 and regular 

members are welcome to come early and observe if they wish. Walter Schwarz. 

 

SOAR (Summer Orientation About Rivers)  Several members of the 

Nebraska Beekeepers 

Association and the 

scholarship program 

presented to about 400 youth 

at the Rowe Sanctuary at 

Gibbon, NE. In the photo to 

the left is Miranda Kegley 

(2009 scholarship participant) 

explaining about her bees in 

an observation hive. Miranda 

presented on June 14
th

 and 

21
st
.  Marissa Kegley, 2010 

scholarship winner and her 

father Randy Kegley also 

helped Miranda with her presentations. Keith Nielson joined the Kegley’s on 

June 21
st
 displaying bee equipment and talked about what bees need to survive, 

what a swarm looks like and what to do if you see a swarm. The bottom photo 

Keith has a smoker lit and 

showing students how cool 

the smoke is that comes out 

of the smoker. Many 

questions were asked and 

answered by the girls. Ages 

of the students were from 8-

14. Excellent presentation 

Miranda, Marissa and Randy 

Kegley. Keep up the good 

work informing your area 

about the honeybee. 
Honey Pots Bid 

Bids for the honey pots for 

2010 Best of Show at the Nebraska State Fair are being taken. Pot should be able to 

hold one pound of honey and have a food grade glaze on the inside of the pot. Also 

need to include a honey dipper. The words ”Nebraska Beekeepers Association 2010” 

is be included on the honey pot. Samples of work can be sent to Warren Nelson, 2839 

N 46
th
, Lincoln, NE 68504. 
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Classified Advertisements 

For Sale:  

Screened bottom boards complete with board to calculate mite populations, total clear screened opening 

below brood chambers and 3/8 inch opening to prevent mice getting into your hive. Also available deep and 

medium hive bodies with hand hold cleats, inner covers, and telescoping covers. Contact Keith Nielson, phone 

402-765-2391 cell after 4PM 308-940-0987 or email klnielson@windstream.net. More information will become 

available at www.povertyridgeapiary.com.  

Custom made four frame observation hive made out of quality oak mounted on a swivel 

turntable. Two Deep and two shallow or medium supers your choice for $300. $150 down 

when you order, $150 upon delivery. FOB Greenwood, NE. Contact- Tim Fleck Greenwood, 

Nebraska. 402-789-3785.  

 

"BBE-Tech Honey bee Conservation in Omaha is now a local, authorized re-seller for 

Brushy Mountain Bee Farm products.  We will keep a selection of beekeeping equipment, 

products and supplies on hand at our Omaha based location.  It is our goal to provide good beekeeping related 

products at a fair price while reducing long distance shipping costs. 

Please visit our internet showcase at http://bbe-tech.com/shop/ in the future to see what we will be 

keeping on hand for local beekeepers needs.  You can call (402) 740-1454 to find out when we might be in your 

area and to place an order." T Sandoval, BBE-Tech Honey Bee Conservation 

 

The University of Nebraska Entomology Department has a Water Jacketed Mini Melter to sell.  You can see it 

on page 73 of Dadant's current catalog.  It does not have a stand.  Contact Warren Nelson at 402-466-8173 or e-

mail at wnelson193@neb.rr.com 

 

The only piece of beekeeping equipment remaining from the Ron Cowden estate donation to the UN-L 

Entomology Department is the 45 frame galvanized extractor.  The University would like to finalize the 

donation and move this piece of equipment.  They are asking for someone to please make an offer for it.  

Contact Warren Nelson at 402-466-8173 or e-mail at wnelson193@neb.rr.com. 

 

Wanted 

Used honey extractor, uncapping knife or plane, capping scratcher, filtering screens, bottling bucket, storage 

buckets, uncapping tub or basket. (For last years and this years NBA Scholarship participants Trevor and Calvin 

DeVries). Contact Terry DeVries at phone 402-726-2444, or cell phone 402-762-522, or email  

td84610@windstream.net  

Upcoming Events: 
July10, 2010:10:00 AM. Monthly Meeting. Honey Be Conservation Program at Fontenelle Forest, presented by 

Anthony Sandoval a.k.a Big Bear. Revised Directions:  Take 75 to Chandler road, then go east  (a left turn) 

Follow Chandler Rd all the way to Bellevue Blvd (keep going east on Chandler until you approach the 'T' 

intersection. Take a right turn at Bellevue Blvd (southbound)and drive approx 1/2 mile, Camp Brewster 

driveway entrance is on the left side (Look for the red barn before the driveway). Camp Brewster at Fontenelle 

Forest 1313 N. 

July 8-10,2010: Heartland Apiculture Society Annual Conference, location Campus of Tennessee Tech, 

Cookeville, Tennessee, for more information check out their website at: www.heartlandbees.com/ 

August 2-6, 2010: Eastern Apiculture Society Annual Conference, location Boone, North Carolina. For more 

information check out their website at: www.easternapiculture.org/ 

August 15, 2010: Monthly Meeting at Galen and Lisa Lyons, Dwight, NE. Topic is Honeybees and Truck 

Gardens and Tour of Pekarek’s Produce. Presenters will be Abby and Lisa Lyons, Ryan Pekarek. Meeting and 

potluck supper at the Galen & Lisa Lyons home: The Lyons will provide either hothogs and/or hamburgers at 

mailto:klnielson@windstream.net
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1511 25 Road, Dwight, NE. ½ mile north of Pekarek’s Produce on east side of Highway 15, blue house on the 

corner of Highway 15 and Co. Road 25. Phone 402-545-4231, cell 402-641-1474. Pekarek’s Produce, Ryan and 

Katie Pekarek, Dwight NE.  Farm is located on HWY 15, 14 miles north of Seward on West side of Highway 

15.  (1.5 miles north of Highway 15 and 66 junctions)  Look for the Pekarek’s Produce signs. 

August 26, 2010: Bee Culture Entries due for Nebraska State Fair, Fonner Park Grandstand Concourse,  Grand 

Island, NE Enter from Fonner Road then turn south and enter at the Finish Line entrance to the concourse. 

August 27
th

,2010: 1:00 PM Nebraska Legislatures Natural Resources Committee on: Honey Industry in 

Nebraska Hearing, Location Nebraska State Fair Grounds, Grand Island, NE ( more information to come) 

August 27-September 6, 2010: Nebraska State Fair, Fonner Park Grandstand Concourse, Grand Island, NE 

August 30 –September 2, 2010: Western Apiculture Society Annual Conference, location Red Lion Hotel, 

Salem, Oregon 

September 12, 2010: 2:00 PM So You Want to Know About Honey Bees, location near Chapman, NE, 

presenter Keith Nielson 

September 18, 2010: 2:00 PM So You Want to Know About Honey Bees presented by Miranda and Marissa 

Kegley 2009 & 2010 NBA Scholarship Winners, location the Randy Kegley Farm, 32745 175th Rd, Kearney, 

NE  68847  

October: 

November 20
, 
2010:  Monthly Meeting at Agricultural Research and Development Center, 1071 County Road 

B, Ithaca,, Presenters Kirk Webster, Dr. Marion Ellis and UNL graduate students 

For the good of the association 

Please welcome the following new members to the association: Darcy and John Coolidge of Elkhorn, Goug and 

Barb Newquist of Clatonia, and Bernard Kozisek of Brainard. 

The Association received a very nice thank you note from Abby Lyons. She was the state winner in the 

4 H beekeeping essay contest as well as the 3rd place winner in the national competition.  Thank you Abby and 

keep up the great work 

Letters to the Editor  

FYI, Hastings City Council rescinded the bee ban, but they did limit beekepers to two hives per household or 

site. 

A Councilman, John Harrington, was a high school classmate with Larry Molczyk.  Larry brought his video 

camera to film his "lessons" about bees with me, and put them on YouTube, as well as sending them to John.   

Bee Culture joined the debate, as well as local beekeepers.   Hastings had to relent, what with their "Greenest 

City" designation, and the move by the big cities of New York and Minneapolis to drop their bans.  

Micheal Huebert, Aurora, NE. 

 

Nebraska Bee Trading Cards 

 The Nebraska Beekeepers have honey bee trading cards that can be sent to a school classroom if the instructor 

sends a letter to Warren Nelson on school stationary with the number of students in the class and the beekeeper 

who is a member of the Nebraska Beekeepers Association that is presenting to the class. Bee trading cards that 

are sent out will require a $5.00 shipping charge. For more information on the trading cards you can find it on 

the World Wide Web at http://entomology.unl.edu/beekpg/beecards/beecards.htm . 

 

RENEWAL TIME NOTICE 

Members that needed to pay dues in July:  

Memberships that are up for renewal in August are:  

Delinquent in June are:  

If you have paid your dues thank you, if you have not please use the membership form in this newsletter 

and please send them to Warren Nelson. If you have paid your dues and listed here please call Warren Nelson 

and he will send me a correction to your newsletter subscription. Note there is a dues increase to $15.00 per 

year for single membership and a family rate of $20.00 per year. 

http://entomology.unl.edu/beekpg/beecards/beecards.htm


FDA orders seizure of adulterated Chinese honey  

By Jess Halliday, 11 -Jun-2010  
Related topics: Legislation , Chocolate and confectionery ingredients , Flavors and colors , 

Food safety and labeling   

FDA officials have seized 64 drums of honey imported to the US from China, 

because it is adulterated with an antibiotic that could cause serious illness or 

death.  

The government agency instructed federal marshals to move in on a warehouse in 

Philadelphia, where the honey was being stored by ingredients company Alfred L. Wolff 

Inc of Chicago. The company had purchased the honey from Califor nian importer Sweet 

Work Inc, according to an FDA statement, which purchased it from Cheng Du Wai Yuan 

Bee Products Company of Chengdu, China.  

The action was taken after FDA testing showed up the presence of chloramohenicol, an 

antibiotic that is not appr oved for food or feed use in the US. It is only used as a drug in 

the US in infection cases where milder drugs do not work, and people who are sensitive 

to it can develop a bone marrow disorder called aplastic anemia, which can lead to 

death.  

No-one from Alfred L Wolff was available to comment on the situation today, and it was 

not clear at the time of publishing this article how the  FDA came to test the honey 

sample. It is also not clear whether any of the honey had been distributed for use in 

consumer products.  

The FDA Philadelphia District is in the process of investigating the affair together with US 

marshals. A full inventory of  the goods is underway, but the FSA has said it believes 

then to have a value in excess of £32,000.  

No theories have been publically aired as to how the drug came to be in the drums of 

honey.  

(article taken from FoodNavigator e-newsletter) 

Pesticide Sensitive Crop Locater Update 
 

In the first six months of operation, Nebraska’s Pesticide Sensitive Crop Locater has doubled in the number 

of records available in the database. A program with roots to a vineyard-flag project started by the Nebraska 

Aviation Trades Association and Nebraska Winery and Grape Growers Association, the on-line Locater began 

with approximately 100 vineyard locations. As of the end of May, approximately 240 locations are available 

through the database and map search, and includes other sensitive crops such as fruits and vegetables, orchards, 

nurseries, and organic crops. 

Commercial applicators, especially with Right of Way (07), Ag Plant (01), Ornamental and Turf (04), or 

Aerial (12) categories, as well as private applicators, are encouraged to frequently consult the Locater 

information for sensitive crops near their application area, and take proper precautions to avoid drift. 

Applicators are able to search sensitive crop locations by county or legal description to get a printable list. In 

addition, users can visually see these locations in relation to roads and other features by using an interactive 

Internet map. 

NDA is also requesting all commercial growers of pesticide sensitive crops to check out the web site and 

consider adding their crop and location information to the database.  While it is good to see the database 

http://www.foodnavigator-usa.com/Legislation
http://www.foodnavigator-usa.com/Product-Categories/Chocolate-and-confectionery-ingredients
http://www.foodnavigator-usa.com/Product-Categories/Flavors-and-colors
http://www.foodnavigator-usa.com/Product-Categories/Food-safety-and-labeling


increase, the current number of locations is believed to be a small percentage of the pesticide sensitive crop 

locations currently in existence in the state.  This project will only be successful with greater participation!  

Sensitive crops could include fruits or vegetables, grapes (vineyards), honey, nursery (ornamental plants, plants 

for seed, flowers/cut flowers, etc), orchards (trees for fruit/nuts), organic, and possibly other crops. 

The Locater can be accessed from NDAôs home page at www.agr.ne.gov ï look under ñPlant Industryò in the middle of 
the page or search for ñlocaterò using the search box in the upper right-hand corner. 

 

 

 

 

  

Sensitive Crop Database Summary 

Crop Type 

# 

Locations 

Fruit or Vegetables 16 

Grapes 109 

Honey 10 

Nursery (ornamental plants, plants for seed, flowers/cut flowers, etc) 7 

Orchard (trees for fruit/nuts) 3 

Organic 74 

Other 23 

Total Records (property locations) 242 

http://www.agr.ne.gov/


 

Membership and Membership Renewal Form 

Please fill out the following information completely and legibly by printing the information 

NEW MEMBER [___] RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP [____] 1 YR @ $15 [___] 2YR @ $30[____] 

[____] 1 YR Family Membership @ $20.00  [____] 2 YR Family Membership $35 (Newsletter will be sent to 

one member of the household, members of the immediate family will have voting privileges.) 

DATE: ________________________ 

NAME:________________________________. Spouse______________  

Children _______________________________________________________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS______________________________________ 

CITY _____________________________________ 

STATE _______ ZIP__________________________  

County: _____________________ 

Phone ________________________ 

E-mail address _________________________________________________________________________ 

[__] Please send my newsletters by e-mail. [__] Please send my newsletter by the postal service. 

Make checks payable to the “Nebraska Beekeepers Association” 

Mail to: Warren Nelson, 2839 N46th, Lincoln, NE 68504 

* Dues are payable by January 31 for the current year running from January 1- December 31. * 

** Dues are prorated for new members only at the rate of $1.25 per month through December 31. ** 

*** Special rates on “Bee Culture” and “American Bee Journal” with membership to the state association.*** 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Treasurers Reports 

June 2010 
   $19,087.22  Beginning Balance 5/27/10 

  

 

$73.00  Newquist - Dues and Magazine 

 

 

$28.75  Coolidge - Dues 

  

 

$20.00  Kozisek - Dues 

  

 

$35.00  Sandoval - Bee Cards 

  $156.75  Total Income 

  

 

$360.00  Information Analytics - Website Host for 1 year 

 

$38.00  Bee Culture 

   

 

$67.35  Poverty Ridge - News Letter Expense 

 

 

$4.33  USPS - Bee Cards Postage 

  $469.68  Total Expenses 

  $18,774.29  Ending Balance  6/24/10  
  Nebraska State Fair 

The Bee Culture Premium book for the Nebraska State Fair can be found online at 

http://www.statefair.org/fair/competitions/documents/BeeCulture-2010.pdf.  

http://www.statefair.org/fair/competitions/documents/BeeCulture-2010.pdf


Honey extract may slow apple juice spoilage (reprinted from The FoodNavigator Newsletter)  
By Step hen Daniells, 24 -Jun-2010  

Related topics: Science & Nutrition   
An extract from honey may prevent undesirable browning of apple juice and help the beverage stay on 

shelves longer, suggests new research from Mexico.  

Browning is a problem for fruit juices and particularly apple juice. It occurs in the presence of oxygen when the 

enzyme polyphenol oxidase (PPO) converts phenolic compounds into dark coloured pigments.  

ñThis browning decreases both the acceptability and nutritional quality of the fresh juice; therefore, the use of 

anti-browning agents is required,ò explained Mexican researchers in LWT ï Food Science and Technology.  

ñHowever, market trends on food preservation are limiting the use of synthetic additives and the search for 

natural anti-browning products is increasing in correspondence to industrial and consumer demands.ò  

In keeping with the natural trend, the researchers examined the potential of a range of natural anti-browning 

agents to inhibit the activity of PPO in an apple juice product.  

Test details  
Four agents were tested: an extract from Palo Fierro honey, caffeic acid phenetyl ester, L-cysteine, and 4-

hexylresorcinol. The compounds were used over a range of concentrations.  

Results showed that apple juice containing the honey extract, cysteine, and 4-hexylresorcinol showed virtually 

no browning, while the caffeic acid-containing juice did undergo significant browning.  

On the other hand, caffeic acid, in addition to the honey extract and 4-hexylresorcinol showed ñhigh inhibition 

of apple juice PPOò, said the researchers.  

ñIn view of these results, we suggest that Palo Fierro Honey (as a natural product) or its flavonoid rich extract 

has great potential in being used as an anti-browning agent for apple juice, since it reduces enzymatic 

browning, while at the same time provides bioactive ingredients with health-promoting properties,ò concluded 

the researchers.  

Source: LWT ï Food Science and Technology 

Published online ahead of print, doi: 10.1016/j.lwt.2010.05.030 

ñMechanism for the Inhibition of Apple Juice Enzymatic Browning by Palo Fierro (Desert ironweed) Honey 

Extract and other Natural Compoundsò 

Authors: L.A. de la Rosa, E. Alvarez-Parrilla, E. Moyers-Montoya, M. Villegas-Ochoa, J.F. Ayala-Zavala, J. 

Hernández, S. Ruiz-Cruz, G.A. González-Aguilar 

CATCH THE BUZZ  

Latest News from Project Apis m.  

Visit us on the Web at www.ProjectApism.org 
June 29, 2010 

Welcome to the latest edition of the Project Apis m. Newsletter What is Project Apis m (PAm)?  A 

non-profit organization focused on finding realistic solutions to beekeepers' challenges by 

supporting practical, results-oriented in-field research.  
¶ PAm forging ahead on beekeeper BMPs - -  PAm received a Specialty Crop Block Grant to develop 

Best Management Practices (BMPs) for beekeepers pollinating California’s specialty crops.  The BMPs 

focus on having strong colonies for almond pollination.  Once there is enough healthy honey bee 

colonies in California for almonds, then the other crops will no doubt have their pollinating needs met.  

PAm representatives are currently conducting phone and in-person interviews with migratory and 

California beekeepers to develop a set of guidelines for successful nutrition, pest and disease control, 

and colony management.  These guidelines will be a work-in-progress over the next three years.  Video 

clips, fact sheets and brochures are being developed for distribution at upcoming meetings and 

conferences and can be accessed on PAm’s website (click here).   

¶ Introducing ñThe Cummings Reportò - - The name for the Almond Pricing Update on PAm’s website 

has been changed to The Cummings Report.  The Almond Pricing Update is a frequently accessed site 

on PAm’s Home Page that reviews the current status of the almond market.  Most commercial 

beekeepers are keenly interested in the almond market because it is so important to their businesses.  

http://www.foodnavigator-usa.com/Science-Nutrition
http://www.foodnavigator-usa.com/content/search?SearchText=browning&FromNews
http://www.foodnavigator-usa.com/content/search?SearchText=apple+juice&FromNews
http://www.foodnavigator-usa.com/content/search?SearchText=honey&FromNews
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103523718021&s=1285&e=001MEaslVyLjExvZ6HevnZqnEpO7ivahDaHFtdTQwmrIIabIrIRkAviAB6SFbG2fWtXwfEMTSWTU0GK8tOMNogqNVUiYs49wQyb3GccIcXE3waK--ajkxo3pw==


Dan Cummings, chairman of PAm, has been writing the almond update since August, 2009.  In 

acknowledgment of Dan’s credibility and knowledge of both the almond and bee industries, PAm’s 

board members suggested and unanimously approved the name change.  In addition to the almond 

status, The Cummings Report will soon also include a honey bee status report.   

¶ UCD’s Sue Cobey is off to WSU part-time   - - UCD’s loss is WSU’s gain.  Sue Cobey has reduced 

her association with UC Davis to a half-time position, while accepting a half-time position at 

Washington State University.  Sue will be stationed at WSU’s Mount Vernon Research Center in the 

Skagit Valley of northwestern Washington.  The exemplary work Sue conducts in honey bee genetics 

will not be adversely affected.  On the contrary, this new association will allow her to move bees and 

research projects not unlike commercial beekeepers – taking advantage of the earlier California spring, 

and then on to more diversified forage sources.  Sue will now be able to work more closely with the 

experts at WSU who are known for their advances in cryopreservation and properties of honey bee 

semen.  Click here for more information on WSU’s Mount Vernon Research Center.   

¶ Self-fertile almonds?  - - Beekeepers need not worry that self-fertile almonds will be taking over the 

almond industry any time soon.  Scientists have been working on self-fertile almonds for years and there 

are no varieties available that come close to the yield and popularity of the old standby’s like Nonpareil, 

Mission, Monterey, Butte, Padre, Carmel, the California varieties, etc.  Besides, even self-fertile 

almonds will set a better crop with some rented bees in the neighborhood.   

¶ Speaking of almond pollination, how about more bees in 2011?  -- With an estimated 20,000 more 

bearing acres needing pollination this next season, almond growers will need 40,000 – 50,000 more 

honey bee colonies more than the 2010 pollination season requirements.     

¶ PAm’s workload expanding  -- Project Apis m. has just over $200,000 in research projects currently 

underway.  In addition to managing this research, PAm has the three-year Best Management Practices 

project to produce educational and outreach materials on BMPs for beekeepers.  PAm is working with 

the California State Beekeepers Association to pursue much-needed funding for evaluation of forage 

crops in an effort to improve bee nutrition, bee health and bee strength.  Now working for PAm on a 

part-time contract basis, is a former school teacher, Meg Ribotto.  Meg is assisting in keeping PAm’s 

website current, conducting interviews, developing outreach materials, and managing exhibitor booths 

for dissemination of information. 

¶ Upcoming July Bee Culture article on pesticides is a beekeeping industry call to action - - In an 

effort to “raise the bar” in our discussion of pesticides and fungicides as they relate to honey bee 

exposure, July’s issue of Bee Culture will feature an article co-authored by PAm’s Christi Heintz and 

the Almond Board’s Gabriele Ludwig, both of whom have been involved in pesticide issues for many 

years.  The article is a balanced approach considering the synergistic relationship between beekeepers 

and growers and the need to define and discuss important factors involved in pesticide dialogues.  

Here’s the bottom line – honey bees need better pest and disease control products and need better 

protection from grower-applied pesticides.  This article presents the facts and provides a bluepr int for 

successfully dealing with pesticide issues. 

¶ PAm to be visible at upcoming conferences - - Look for Project Apis m representation at upcoming 

bee meetings in Pennsylvania, North Carolina and Oregon.  Penn State is hosting the First International 

Conference on Pollinator Biology, Health and Policy from July 24-28, 2010 in State College, PA. Click 

here for more information on the PSU conference.  The Eastern Apicultural Society meets Aug 2-6 in 

Boone, NC.  Click here for more information on EAS.  And the Western Apicultural Society meets Aug 

30 – Sept 2 in Salem, OR (click here for WAS conference information).  For more meetings, 

conferences and dates go to the Events section of Project Apis m’s website (click her e).  

¶ Donate now to PAm!  -- Why PAm?  Because PAm funds bee research that is selected and guided by 

beekeepers.  We are suggesting $1 per colony to support PAm's research efforts that seek to find 

practical solutions for managed colonies.  Click here to donate.   

If you sent hives to Paramount Farming Co. orchards during the 2009 pollination season, Paramount 

will generously match your contribution to PAm, dollar-for-dollar. Write your check to PAm, send it our 

address below, and include a note that you were a Paramount beekeeper.  “A buck a hive” becomes two 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103523718021&s=1285&e=001MEaslVyLjEwKRisApsb6tj22dBsDCOTrwv4i97sfljHpVZI-qzWukYTVarOWzFu5lIfNkB8jBsvp9F-y4r87TOyw7GOpR0C4hphWzSaOloHEL8E4GoDarw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103523718021&s=1285&e=001MEaslVyLjEwwSdsWoKiYBNAMordqVXO7pvz-oGY_Vz8yY5HTslWQpkJOwZmdFbhkf5yK-5qKIfHZquTjo0eHGpIEy3wMUFFRetXAR0IfQ_HU6EjB3HIT1ZdU-PnruELTg51HCWXjybSi3UZ5LCryQGHXxCT0Q_SALuyiCElsPJ_Mn2peYlZLZb9rItDKtInesbs7dbm1rkXz5D6U9F0f6w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103523718021&s=1285&e=001MEaslVyLjEwwSdsWoKiYBNAMordqVXO7pvz-oGY_Vz8yY5HTslWQpkJOwZmdFbhkf5yK-5qKIfHZquTjo0eHGpIEy3wMUFFRetXAR0IfQ_HU6EjB3HIT1ZdU-PnruELTg51HCWXjybSi3UZ5LCryQGHXxCT0Q_SALuyiCElsPJ_Mn2peYlZLZb9rItDKtInesbs7dbm1rkXz5D6U9F0f6w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103523718021&%0d%0as=1285&e=001MEaslVyLjExsIqDJQ0WOPgkIt4d5vTH2Ov_OLh0wyfs4Q03K-KUy0zzwb38BcI96BwkMML2PtbGL0gvOy8xW44l10MLLEUOu0Q8zad3CZ_MGThemcldy6momvhBRqWecIWBLp6JvdujtCcfSW46X4Q==
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bucks and will go a long way to help resolve our many bee challenges. Do your part, and Paramount will 

help!   

Emergency Assistance for Honey bee Operations, including but not limited to, colony collapse disorder (CCD), 
earthquake, floods, hurricane, tidal surges, tornado, excessive winds, volcanic eruption and wildfires.  

[ƻƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘΧ 
 The "Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008" authorized up to $50 million in a calendar year for 

the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) to provide 
emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish that have losses due 
to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, including losses due to blizzards and wildfires, as determined 
by the Secretary. ELAP covers losses occurring on or after Jan. 1, 2008 and before Oct. 1, 2011 that are not 
covered under other Supplemental Agricultural Disaster Assistance Payment programs established by the 
2008 Farm Bill. The other programs are the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), Livestock Indemnity 
Program (LIP) and Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments Program (SURE). 

 A national payment factor may be applied to ELAP payments if the funding availability of $50 million is 
exceeded in a calendar year. 
Eligible Honey bees 

Eligible honeybees include bees housed in a managed hive and used for honey production, pollination 
or honeybee breeding. Eligible honeybees do not include wild, feral honeybees, leaf cutter bees or other bee 
species that are not used for producing honey, pollinating or breeding honeybees. 
Eligible Honey bee Losses 

 ELAP covers the loss of honeybee colonies in excess of normal mortality, honeybee hives, and 
purchased or produced honeybee feed that was damaged and was intended as feed for eligible honeybees, 
including additional feed purchased above normal quantities to sustain honeybees for a short time period 
until additional feed becomes available.  

To be eligible for ELAP payments, honeybee colony, hive and feed losses must be:due to an eligible 
adverse weather or loss condition;  
Χ incurred by an eligible honeybee producer in the county where the eligible adverse weather or loss 
condition occurred. 
 Eligible Adverse Weather and Loss Conditions 

In order to meet eligibility requirements for ELAP benefits for honeybee colony, hive and feed losses, 
the losses must be due to the direct result of an eligible adverse weather or loss condition, including but not 
limited to, colony collapse disorder (CCD), earthquake, floods, hurricane, tidal surges, tornado, excessive 
winds, volcanic eruption and wildfires.  
 Eligible Producer 

To be eligible for honeybee losses, the producer must meet the Risk Management Purchase 
Requirement (RMPR) and have an interest and risk in an eligible honeybee colony: being maintained for 
producing honey, pollinating, or breeding bees for commercial use as part of a farming operation on the 
beginning date of the eligible adverse weather or loss condition;that  is physically located in the county where 
the eligible adverse weather or eligible loss condition occurred on the beginning date of the eligible adverse 
weather or loss condition; for which the producer had an eligible honeybee loss. 
 Honeybee Colony Loss Payments 
  ELAP compensates eligible honeybee producers for eligible honeybee colony losses that occur in excess 
of normal mortality because of an eligible adverse weather or loss condition during the calendar year in which 
benefits are requested. FSA has established a normal mortality rate for honeybee colony losses of 17.5 
percent. Payments for honeybee colony losses are based on the average fair market value of honeybee 
colonies in the calendar year in which the loss occurs, as established by FSA. For 2008 and 2009 honeybee 
colony losses, FSA has established an average fair market value of $60 per honeybee colony. 



2008 and 2009 ELAP payments for honeybee colony losses will be based on 60 percent of the result of 
multiplying:  number of honeybee colonies lost in excess of normal mortality (17.5 percent) due to an eligible 
adverse weather or loss condition; times  $60, average fair market value per honeybee colony. 

Required Documentation for Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD) 
To be eligible for honeybee colony losses due to CCD, the honeybee producer must provide proof of honeybee 
colony losses because of CCD, including but not limited to the following documentation: 
ΧŦƻǊ нллу ŀƴŘ нллф ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ȅŜŀǊ ƭƻǎǎŜǎΣ ŀ self-certification that the loss of honeybees was because of CCD 
and documented by the existence of at least 3 of the 5 symptoms of CCD, as identified by FSA; 
Χ for 2010 calendar year losses, third party certification that the loss of honeybees was because of the 
existence of at least 3 of the 5 symptoms of CCD, as identified by FSA; 
Χ proof of beginning and ending inventory of honeybee colonies;  
ΧǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΦ 
 Honeybee Hive Loss Payments 
Payments for honeybee hive losses are based on the average fair market value of honeybee hives in the 
calendar year in which the loss occurs, as established by FSA. For 2008 and 2009 honeybee hive losses, FSA 
has established an average fair market value of $200 per honeybee hive. The 2008 and 2009 ELAP payments 
for honeybee hive losses will be based on 60 percent of the result of multiplying: 
Χ number of honeybee hives lost due to an eligible adverse weather or loss condition, times; 
ΧϷнллΣ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŦŀƛǊ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǇŜǊ ƘƻƴŜȅōŜŜ ƘƛǾŜΦ 
 Honeybee Feed Loss Payments 
Payments for honeybee feed losses are based on 60 percent of the actual cost of purchased or harvested feed 
that was intended as feed for honeybees and was damaged because of an eligible adverse weather or loss 
condition. This includes additional feed purchased above normal quantities to sustain the honeybees for a 
short time period until additional feed becomes available. 
Risk Management Purchase Requirement (RMPR) 
To be eligible for ELAP, honeybee producers who have a risk in honey production for the purpose of producing 
honey for commercial use as part of a farming operation, must for every commodity on every farm in which 
the producer has an interest for the relevant program year: 
Χƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ϦƛƴǎǳǊŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳƳƻŘƛǘȅΣϦ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŎŀǘŀǎǘǊƻǇƘƛŎ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻǊ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ 
insurance administered under the Federal Crop Insurance Act (FCIA), except this obligation will not include 
crop insurance pilot programs so designated by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) or forage crops intended 
for grazing; 
 Χƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ϦƴƻƴƛƴǎǳǊŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳƳƻŘƛǘȅϦ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƻƴƛƴǎǳǊŜŘ /ǊƻǇ 5ƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ όb!tύ 
coverage by filing the required paperwork and paying the administrative fee by the applicable State 
application closing date, except that this requirement will not include forage on grazing land. 

 Producers are required to obtain a policy or plan of insurance equal to at least the catastrophic (CAT) 
level of coverage or have NAP coverage for each crop planted or intended to be planted for harvest on the 
whole farm, excluding grazing. Eligible farmers and ranchers who meet the definition of "Socially 
Disadvantaged," "Limited Resource," or "Beginning Farmer or Rancher" do not have to meet this requirement. 
 Honeybee Exception 
For 2008 and 2009, NAP coverage was not available for loss of honeybee colonies or hives. Therefore, a 
honeybee producer does not have to meet the risk management purchase requirement to be eligible for 2008 
and 2009 honeybee losses, if the producer:ΧŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǊƻǇ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ƻǊ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ 
for harvest on the whole farm, excluding grazing; has a risk in a honeybee pollination or breeding operation; 
and does not produce honey for commercial use. Honeybee producers meeting this criteria do not have to pay 
a buy-in fee equal to the applicable NAP service fee or catastrophic risk protection plan fee to become eligible 
for ELAP payments. 

 2008 Exception  



 Due to the lateness of the Farm Bill, producers were allowed to "buy-in" to the ELAP program for 2008 by 
paying fees equivalent to the NAP service fee or catastrophic risk protection plan coverage fee by Sept. 16, 
2008. For 2008, if a producer who is otherwise ineligible because of the purchase requirement and did not 
meet the buy-in deadline of Sept. 16, 2008, still may be eligible for ELAP if the producer paid the applicable fee 
no later than May 18, 2009, provided that the producer agreed to buy crop insurance or NAP for the next year 
for all of their crops, except for forage on grazing land.  
2009 Exception 

For 2009, the risk management protection requirement was waived for insurable crops where sales 
closing dates for crop insurance coverage occurred before Aug. 14, 2008, if the buy-in fee was paid by Jan. 12, 
2009.  
 Payment Eligibility and Limitations 

The amount of any ELAP payment a honeybee producer is eligible to receive may be reduced by an 
amount received by the producer for the same or similar loss from any other disaster assistance program. 

 2008 Program Year 
No person, as defined and determined under the provisions in 7 CFR part 1400 in effect for 2008, may receive 
more than $100,000 total in payments under ELAP, Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), Livestock 
Indemnity Program (LIP), and Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments Program (SURE), combined. Also, in 
applying the limitation on average adjusted gross income (AGI) for 2008, an individual or entity is ineligible for 
payment under ELAP if the individual's or entity's average AGI for 2005, 2006 and 2007 exceeds $2.5 million 
under the provisions in 7 CFR part 1400 in effect for 2008 unless 75 percent or more of their income was from 
farming, ranching or forestry.  

2009 and Subsequent Program Years 
For 2009 and subsequent program years, no person or legal entity, excluding a joint venture or general 
partnership, may receive directly or indirectly, more than $100,000 total in payments under ELAP, LFP, LIP, 
and SURE combined. For 2009-11, the average AGI limitation relating to limits on payments for persons or 
legal entities, excluding joint ventures and general partnerships, with certain levels of average AGI will apply. 
Specifically, for 2009-11, a person or legal entity with an average adjusted gross nonfarm income, as defined in 
7 CFR Part 1400 that exceeds $500,000 will not be eligible to receive ELAP payments. Direct attribution 
provisions also apply to ELAP for 2009 and subsequent years. Under direct attribution, any payment to a legal 
entity also will be considered for payment limitation purposes to be a payment to persons or legal entities 
with an interest in the legal entity or in a sub-entity. 
Applying for ELAP 

To apply for ELAP benefits, producers who suffered honeybee losses should submit a notice of loss to 
the local FSA service center that maintains the farm records for their business. To be eligible for 2008 and 
2009 calendar year losses, the notice of loss must be provided to FSA by no later than May 5, 2010. To be 
eligible for losses that occurred in 2010 and subsequent year losses, the producer must provide a notice of 
loss to FSA the earlier of: 
 Χол ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƛǎ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊ ƻǊ 
 Χол ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ Řŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ which the loss occurred. 
 Sign-up 

In addition to submitting a notice of loss, producers must file an application for payment at local FSA 
service centers. ELAP sign-up began Sept. 14, 2009, for eligible honeybee losses suffered during 2008 and 2009 
due to eligible adverse weather or loss conditions. For 2008 losses, sign-up ended Dec. 10, 2009, and for 2009 
losses, sign-up ended Feb. 1, 2010; however, late-filed applications for 2008 and 2009 losses will be accepted 
through May 5, 2010. For 2010 and subsequent year losses, sign-up will end no later than 30 calendar days 
after the end of the calendar year in which the honeybee loss occurred.  
Nebraska Beekeepers Assn 

C/O Keith Nielson 

865 Leonard Ave 
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Editorial- Independence Day- We must thank the men and women who have served and are serving our 

country today to ensure we have our freedoms that are insured in the constitution. Seems like the swarm season 

was later this year compared to the last three years, most of the e-mails and calls I received were very late May 

into late June. This has given some of our past scholarship students a chance to expand their operations. I was 

unable to attend the Master Beekeeper Workshop that was held in mid June due to presenting to Ag Teachers at 

the Nebraska Career Education Conference in Kearney and the passing of an old friend. Paul Timm and Steve 

Schmit were my partners in this endeavor and we could have used more than the two hours we were given to 

present. We had about 15 instructors that ranged from high school to college Profs in attendance. It looks like is 

time to do another workshop for educators. I understand that they had a waiting list for the Master Beekeeper 

Workshop which has not happened in a long time. I really wanted to go just to learn how to do a better job of 

raising queens. I raised a few off of a hive that was about to swarm by putting the frames in a divided deep and 

raised four. This week I made the mistake of trying to check bees on a very cloudy afternoon, will probably not 

do that again. I had prepared a queen rearing box and those bees were really agitated, to find the queen that I 

wanted to use larvae from was gone and had a swarm cell. The next hive was about ready to bust the box open 

and were not happy. Well need to find some gentle hive to raise queens from. It also seems like the nectar flow 

this year is later as well and I hope that I will be able to get at least on good super of section box honey. My 

Queen and I set up for our first farmers market about a week ago. When we arrived at the market there were no 

other vendors there. Seemed a little discouraging but we set up and in ten minutes had our first sale. During the 

three hours we were at the market it was more profitable than working for my brother. Our next endeavor was 

during our local Lone Tree Days Celebration which brought people into to town from across the US because of 

class reunions that were being held. Lesson learned: location and timing are important to the success of farmers 

markets. Main question asked at the market was “Do you know who has sweet corn?”  Well it is behind this 

year as well and I hope our honey flow catches up like the corn that is rapidly growing. 

Keith Nielson, Editor 

Nebraska Beekeepers Assn. 


