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Business Advertising Rates 
Full page: 

Yearly-$1200 

Six months-$720 
Monthly-$120 

Half Page 

Yearly-$600 
Six months-$360 

Monthly-$60 

Quarter page 

Yearly-$300 

Six months-$180 

Monthly-$30 

Business card 

Yearly-$150 

Six months-$90 
Monthly-$15 
Classified ads by members free. 
All ad material needed print ready by 20th of 

each month. If purchasing ad for full year ad 

layout can be changed each issue before the 
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Microsoft Office Word, JPEG, TIFF. All ads 

must be paid for before they are run. Issues of 
the newsletter are posted on our association 

web site @ www.nebraskabeekeepers.org For 

more information contact the editor. 

Presidents Message 

The flooding this year; I was surrounded by water for so long I started to get an 

emotional attachment to a volley ball named "Wilson".  I had just heard about 

past floods in our area but never experienced it firsthand. It's like running out 

of gas for the first time; you know then how far you can go before you have to 

get filled up. The water came up too fast to do anything. When I first noticed 

the water coming up, I waded out back to check on the hives and it was just 

covering the entrance. I went back to the house to get some blocks but the 

water came up 3-4 more feet within in an hour; at this point you start worrying 

about the house rather than the hives. I figured the hives were done for. But 

after about two days, I waded out there and the hives were still well alive even 

after being 2/3 under water.  The water had receded down past the entrances 

after about a week and they were using the front entrance. All was well until 

the second flood hit. The water stayed up this time and covered the hives again 

for about two weeks; and the hives 

still lived. I was truly amazed by that. 

Luckily, the water never got high 

enough to reach the house. The 

cleaning up is the roughest part. The 

flood had raised the level of the lake 

in back of the house that stayed up 

until about a week ago; leaving 

behind a 4' deep muddy mess that 

destroyed all the landscaping we did. 

I just got most of the debris that 

washed in about a week ago along 

with the trees that came down during a storm that brought 70 mph winds. But 

the bees survived; just got to clear out a couple more downed trees to get back 

there and clean them up. 

Mike Slater 

Volunteers Needed: to work the Nebraska Beekeepers Association booth at 

the Nebraska State Fair! The Nebraska State Fair runs from August 27 –

September 6. I know some people have already been contacted by Joann Vasko 

our state fair coordinator and have volunteered but more hands are needed. 

Positions needed are honey sales, ice cream sales, observation hives, and a 

daily manager. Managers are to supervise the booth from 9:00AM – 9:00PM. 

Managers will receive specific instructions as to the operation of the booth 

before their shift. Other positions will work a 6 hour shift which is 9:00AM-

3:00PM or 3:00PM-9:00PM. Yes I did say that there will be ice cream sales. 

The ice cream will be in pre-packed ready to serve containers. All volunteers 

will receive a day pass to enter the state fair. 

State Fair Entry Pickup Point: If you have entries for the Nebraska State Fair 

and do not wish to mail them or take them to Grand Island, bring them to the 

meeting on August 15
th

. Keith Nielson will deliver them to Grand Island. 

Please securely package your items for entry into the fair to ensure they arrive 

to the fairgrounds safe and sound. More entries are need for the fair. 

1 Mike Slater's beehives near Plattesmith 
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Classified Advertisements 

For Sale:  

Screened bottom boards complete with board to calculate mite populations, total clear screened opening 

below brood chambers and 3/8 inch opening to prevent mice getting into your hive. Also available deep and 

medium hive bodies with hand hold cleats, inner covers, and telescoping covers. Contact Keith Nielson, phone 

402-765-2391 cell after 4PM 308-940-0987 or email klnielson@windstream.net. More information will become 

available at www.povertyridgeapiary.com.  

Custom made four frame observation hive made out of quality oak mounted on a swivel 

turntable. Two Deep and two shallow or medium supers your choice for $300. $150 down 

when you order, $150 upon delivery. FOB Greenwood, NE. Contact- Tim Fleck Greenwood, 

Nebraska. 402-789-3785.  

 

"BBE-Tech Honey bee Conservation in Omaha is now a local, authorized re-seller for 

Brushy Mountain Bee Farm products.  We will keep a selection of beekeeping equipment, 

products and supplies on hand at our Omaha based location.  It is our goal to provide good beekeeping related 

products at a fair price while reducing long distance shipping costs. 

Please visit our internet showcase at http://bbe-tech.com/shop/ in the future to see what we will be 

keeping on hand for local beekeepers needs.  You can call (402) 740-1454 to find out when we might be in your 

area and to place an order." T Sandoval, BBE-Tech Honey Bee Conservation 

 

The University of Nebraska Entomology Department has a Water Jacketed Mini Melter to sell.  You can see it 

on page 73 of Dadant's current catalog.  It does not have a stand.  Contact Warren Nelson at 402-466-8173 or e-

mail at wnelson193@neb.rr.com 

 

The only piece of beekeeping equipment remaining from the Ron Cowden estate donation to the UN-L 

Entomology Department is the 45 frame galvanized extractor.  The University would like to finalize the 

donation and move this piece of equipment.  They are asking for someone to please make an offer for it.  

Contact Warren Nelson at 402-466-8173 or e-mail at wnelson193@neb.rr.com. 

 

Wanted 

Used honey extractor, uncapping knife or plane, capping scratcher, filtering screens, bottling bucket, storage 

buckets, uncapping tub or basket. (For last years and this years NBA Scholarship participants Trevor and Calvin 

DeVries). Contact Terry DeVries at phone 402-726-2444, or cell phone 402-762-522, or email  

td84610@windstream.net 

  

Secretaryôs Corner:  

July 2010 Board Meeting Minutes 

Present: Todd Fiala, Bill Lillie, Keith Nielson, Walter Schwarz, Joann Vasko 

Absent: Warren Nelson, Mike Slater 

Quorum Present: Yes 

The meeting was called to order at 9:50 am by Vice President Bill Lillie 

Old Business  

State Fair A report was made on the status of our contribution to the Nebraska State Fair.  Bids for honey are 

underway and honey pots are being solicited.  The volunteer schedule is in place and volunteers will be 

coordinated in the coming weeks. 

BylawsA motion was made to hold a vote on the proposed changes to the bylaws by mail balloting.  The motion 

did not pass. 
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Winter Meeting Location- It was noted up that our association is still without a place to hold winter meetings.  

The Seward Library came out as the best option of those considered so far.  Discussion on this matter was 

tabled until the next meeting. 

New Business 

Nebraska Agriculture Youth Institute- A motion was made to supply ice cream and honey for NAYI to make 

honey ice cream sundaes, something that our organization has done for the last fifteen years.  The cost was 

estimated to be $150.  The motion was approved. 

January Meeting- The association is considering locations for our January meeting.  It was mentioned that the 

price for the January 2010 meeting was too costly in some cases.  The Gretna Cafe was mentioned as a possible 

location for the January 2011 meeting.  Discussion on this matter was tabled until the next meeting. 

Scheduled Program 

Anthony "Big Bear" Sandoval presented on the honeybee conservation project at Fontenelle Forest.  He also 

discussed his experiences in setting up and managing a small beekeeping supply stand.  Additionally an 

invitation was made for any interested to attend the Fontenelle Bee Club which meets weekly on Saturday 

between 1 and 3 pm. Walter Schwarz, Secretary 

 

Upcoming Events: 
August 15, 2010: Monthly Meeting at Galen and Lisa Lyons, Dwight, NE. Topic is Honeybees and Truck 

Gardens and Tour of Pekarek’s Produce. Presenters will be Abby and Lisa Lyons, Ryan Pekarek. Meeting and 

potluck supper at the Galen & Lisa Lyons home: The Lyons will provide either hotdogs and/or hamburgers at 

1511 25 Road, Dwight, NE. ½ mile north of Pekarek’s Produce on east side of Highway 15, blue house on the 

corner of Highway 15 and Co. Road 25. Phone 402-545-4231, cell 402-641-1474. Pekarek’s Produce, Ryan and 

Katie Pekarek, Dwight NE.  Farm is located on HWY 15, 14 miles north of Seward on West side of Highway 

15.  (1.5 miles north of Highway 15 and 66 junctions)  Look for the Pekarek’s Produce signs. The Lyons are 

requesting that you let them know how many will be attending since they are working on their grocery list for 

this event. 

August 26, 2010: Bee Culture Entries due for Nebraska State Fair, Fonner Park Grandstand Concourse, Grand 

Island, NE Enter from Fonner Road then turn south and enter at the Finish Line entrance to the concourse. 

August 27
th

,2010: 1:00 PM Nebraska Legislatures Natural Resources Committee on: Honey Industry in 

Nebraska Hearing, Location: Bosselman Conference Center in the Heartland Events Center, Fonner Park,  

Nebraska State Fair Grounds, Grand Island, NE  (People are needed to testify about why we need a honey 

standard in Nebraska and other regulations for our industry.) 

August 27-September 6, 2010: Nebraska State Fair, Fonner Park Grandstand Concourse, Grand Island, NE 

August 30 ïSeptember 2, 2010: Western Apiculture Society Annual Conference, location Red Lion Hotel, 

Salem, Oregon 

September 12, 2010: 2:00 PM So You Want to Know About Honey Bees, location near Chapman, NE, 

presenter Keith Nielson 

September 18, 2010: 2:00 PM So You Want to Know About Honey Bees presented by Miranda and Marissa 

Kegley 2009 & 2010 NBA Scholarship Winners, location the Randy Kegley Farm, 32745 175th Rd, Kearney, 

NE  68847  

September 26, 2010 2:00PM Feeding and Preparing Colonies for Winter, (NBA 2010 Scholarship Participants 

required to attend, meeting open to all members and interested beekeepers) presenter Keith Nielson, Location: 

High Plains Community School, Ag Shop, behind the High School Building at 345 S Pine, Polk, NE. 

October: 

November 20
, 
2010:  Monthly Meeting at Agricultural Research and Development Center, 1071 County Road 

B, Ithaca,, Presenters Kirk Webster, Dr. Marion Ellis and UNL graduate students 

  



For the good of the association 

Please welcome the following new members to the association: Jim Tomsen of Upland and Carla Plainikow of 

Bellevue. 

Letters to the Editor  

Keith, 

 Half of my 22 hives that I had started from packages that I had purchased at Drapers, was washed away 

by the devastating Elkhorn river valley flood. Maybe I will recover a little, by fair time, so I could afford o be at 

G. I.  I would certainly love to be there. One pallet floated about 200 yards upright. I have since added a shallow 

supper to the bees on that pallet.  Dewayne Voborny, Neligh, NE 

Keith, 

  I would like to introduce myself. My name is Michael Angelo (yes, that's really my name), and I live in 

Syracuse, NE.  

  While visiting the Plattsmouth Farmers Market last weekend, I met an individual (Ron)  that was selling 

local honey, and products supporting the beekeepers local community. Anyway, I inquired about finding 

someone that might be interested in placing hives on our property. We own 10 acres that is near the town of 

Syracuse, and is bordered by farm fields. Our acreage is currently planted in soybeans while the connecting 10 

acres are planted in Clover Alfalfa. We are willing or are interested in finding someone that wants or needs to 

place hives.  

We understand the necessity that bees play in our eco system, and support the benefits associated with 

having healthy colonies of bees. If this opportunity is of interest to you, and or you would like to walk the 

property to determine if it is a feasible location, please contact me. I work from home, so scheduling a time 

would not be a problem.  I look forward to hearing from you either way.  

Thanks for your interest, 

Michael Angelo, 1330 11th St, Syracuse, NE 68446, Phone: 602-361-6274, email:  paint1965@aol.com 

Nebraska Bee Trading Cards 

 The Nebraska Beekeepers have honey bee trading cards that can be sent to a school classroom if the instructor 

sends a letter to Warren Nelson on school stationary with the number of students in the class and the beekeeper 

who is a member of the Nebraska Beekeepers Association that is presenting to the class. Bee trading cards that 

are sent out will require a $5.00 shipping charge. For more information on the trading cards you can find it on 

the World Wide Web at http://entomology.unl.edu/beekpg/beecards/beecards.htm . 

 

RENEWAL TIME NOTICE 

Members that needed to pay dues in August: Donald Barnard, Kenneth Chilton, & Mike Huebert. 

Memberships that are up for renewal in September are: James and Lara Turco, Norm Andrews, Galen 

and Lisa Lyons, & Mark Vorborny. 

Delinquent in July are: Dan Hotovy & Larkin Powell 

If you have paid your dues thank you, if you have not please use the membership form in this newsletter 

and please send them to Warren Nelson. If you have paid your dues and listed here please call Warren Nelson 

and he will send me a correction to your newsletter subscription. Note there is a dues increase to $15.00 per 

year for single membership and a family rate of $20.00 per year. 
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Membership and Membership Renewal Form 

Please fill out the following information completely and legibly by printing the information 

NEW MEMBER [___] RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP [____] 1 YR @ $15 [___] 2YR @ $30[____] 

[____] 1 YR Family Membership @ $20.00  [____] 2 YR Family Membership $35 (Newsletter will be sent to 

one member of the household, members of the immediate family will have voting privileges.) 

DATE: ________________________ 

NAME:________________________________. Spouse______________  

Children _______________________________________________________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS______________________________________ 

CITY _____________________________________ 

STATE _______ ZIP__________________________  

County: _____________________ 

Phone ________________________ 

E-mail address _________________________________________________________________________ 

[__] Please send my newsletters by e-mail. [__] Please send my newsletter by the postal service. 

Make checks payable to the ñNebraska Beekeepers Association” 

Mail to: Warren Nelson, 2839 N46th, Lincoln, NE 68504 

* Dues are payable by January 31 for the current year running from January 1- December 31. * 

** Dues are prorated for new members only at the rate of $1.25 per month through December 31. ** 

*** Special rates on “Bee Culture” and “American Bee Journal” with membership to the state association.*** 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Treasurers Reports 

July      

$18,774.29  Beginning Balance 6/24/10  

  $20.00  Plantikow -  Dues  

  $15.00  Tomsen -  Dues  

  $35.00  Ford -  Bee Cards  

  $18.00  Ball -  Dues (partial)  

  $15.00  Bowdish -  Dues  

$103.00  Total Income  

  $5.70  USPS 

  $8.80  Poverty Ridge -  Postage  

  $136.72  USPS -  Stamps for Newsletters  

  $27.50  Valhalla Bee Farm -  Honey for NAYI Honey Sundaes  

  $51.00  

UNL Dairy Store -  Ice Cream for NAYI Honey 

Sundaes  

$229.72  Total Expenses  

$18,647.57  Ending Balance 7/25/10  

 

Nebraska State Fair 

The Bee Culture Premium book for the Nebraska State Fair can be found online at 

http://www.statefair.org/fair/competitions/documents/BeeCulture-2010.pdf.  

http://www.statefair.org/fair/competitions/documents/BeeCulture-2010.pdf


 



  

  



 

 

  



 

   

 

  



 

Judging Standards for Apiary Products 

  

  



Youth in Beekeeping 

This last month has been a very busy month for many of our youth 

who keep bees. Pictured here to the left is Abby Lyons of Dwight who 

will be one of the presenters at the August meeting. She attended the 

Midwest Master Beekeeping workshop in June and is well on her way 

to earning her Master Beekeeper Certification. Lisa Lyons said “Abby 

has been busy harvesting honey and going to markets.  She has done a 

Tasting Nebraska event at our county fair and is scheduled to another 

one in Seward next week.  She also is making a "senior center tour" 

speaking about bees and beekeeping. Her second presentation is 

tomorrow.   It has been a fun summer”. Abby was the Third place 

finalist in the ABF Youth Essay contest. 

Trevor and Calvin Devries at Glenvil will be harvesting their first crop 

of honey this next week. Trevor was a scholarship participant last year 

and Calvin is one of this years scholars. While on the phone with Trevor I could hear the excitement in his voice 

about finally having a harvest after two years of hard work and a few misfortunes. They will have about 5 

supers of honey to pull this week from their hives. 

Spencer and Mackenzie Haszard have had an interesting year with their bees this year. First they have had 

cardinals post themselves outside the entrances to their hives and catch the bees as they come out of the hive. It 

has been reported that they have had several swarms from their hives and the last swarm returned to the original 

hive. These two young men are excited about 

working the state fair booth in Grand Island. 

Maranda, Marissa, and Mia Kegley at Kearney have 

just completed their county fair where they showed 

beef, hogs, dairy cows and goats. Their father has 

reported that they have several hives that have 3 

nearly full supers and starting to work on the fourth. 

They plan on extracting their honey this week. 

Jacob Olson at Albion also has been to the county 

fair at Boone County and received some high 

honors with some of his livestock as well. During 

the middle part of June Youth Program Director 

Keith Nielson went to Albion to observe Jacobs hive 

and to give him some advice on what to do to make 

his hive more productive. Jacob’s hive was doing well and he will extract some honey from his hive this year. 

Coleen Melvin at Curtis is doing well with her hives as well and should have some honey to exhibit at the state 

fair.  

  

2 Jacob Olson Inspecting his scholarship hive 
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Editorial-.It’s FAIR TIME!  As an agricultural educator county and state fairs have been in my blood for a long 

time. As a teenager county fair was the high light of the summer and the culmination of a summer of getting our 

stock ready for fair. In my current teaching position I have students that live in four different counties. 

Unfortunately this year I was not able to make it to all four fairs due to overlapping schedules and attending a 

wedding in Kansas City, Mo. But I am excited about the Nebraska State Fair and have been making 

preparations for our booth in Grand Island. I think you will see some of the past traditions and some 

improvements made in our booth area. I am excited to have youth involved with our association and know they 

will have some excellent exhibits at the fair. As of this last week there were only three exhibitors that had 

registered online with their state fair entries. I am sure there will be many more entries. Please go online and 

submit your entries it will make the superintendent’s job much easier so your information is correct in the 

computer for payment of awards. Those that have volunteered for working the state fair my hat is off to you. 

You will be receiving information from Joann Vasko on your duties and responsibilities. I would ask that 

members of the association thank Thermo King out of Omaha for donating the use of a refrigeration trailer for 

our use to store the ICE CREAM for the state fair. Without their support we would not have had ice cream.  

On another note, the Nebraska Legislative hearing on a honey standard is scheduled for August 27
th

 at 

1:00PM at the Bosselman Conference Center at the Heartland Events Center, in Grand Island. It is important to 

our industry to have our members present to testify on why we need a honey standard in Nebraska. Please mark 

this date on your calendar and attend the hearing, without your support the time and energy that has been put 

into this endeavor will be lost. It is time to assure our consumers of honey that they are getting REAL HONEY 

not a product that is cut with high fructose corn syrup. 

Keith Nielson, Editor 

Nebraska Beekeepers Assn. 


